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READER: 
| | | 0 f X Y of 
F Hoſoever will olſerve theCalamities, that have 
befallen Ireland in this laſt Century, and 
| hat the Rebellion of the Nati ves againſt the 
Crown of England, and their Unchriſftian Cruelty to their 
Proteltant.Neighbours, were altogether founded on their 
Sentiments in Feligion , their over-heated Zeal for the 
Church of Rome, and as violent an Abhorrence of the 
Reformation ; in that many of the Native Iriſh-that 
were bred up Proteſtants, were zealous Abettors of the © A 
Engliſh Intereſt, while thiſe of the, Engliſh: Families, + 
and ſome that were Born and Bred in England being 
Papiſts, were General Officers..m the Iriſh Army, 
and T op-leaders among the Rebels; he will find him 
ſelf Shed (if concernꝰd for the Country) s em- 
ploy his utmoſt Power to pre vent ſuch 0 in Af 
2 ; and if it be poſſihle, ſo. to reconcile this Diſſes 
rence between his Fellow-Subjefts, that they may All. aps 
pear hereafter to be Unmed as One People. And in . 
der to this Defugn, the | Author happen d ſome time ſince to 
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To the READER. 
noage in a Conference with ſome of his Papiſt Neighbours, 
ks. in „ 1 Do, ks it 5 that i a 
his Labours of that kind ineſfectual: For that Two Mal- 
ſy Pillars flood between them and the Light, and ſo darkly 
clouded their Underſtandings, that no Senſe nor Reaſin 
could make an Impreſſton there: But the beſt and a 
Arguments, drawn direfly from the Scriptures, or 
Common Principles of Reaſon, were all eſteemꝰd as Falla- 
cies, that might puzzle the Underſtanding, but could nat 
con vince the Conſcience. For that theſe Two Barrs do 
continually obſtruf# their Evidence, and take off all ther 


Influence and Power of Con victiun. 


k The Firſt is this, That they all de ſtedfaſtly believe, 
and that beyond all Doubt or Diſpitation, That the Catho- 
lick Church of Chriſt muſt be Infallible in all her 
Aﬀſlertions ; that the Church of Rome alone is that Ca- 
tholick Church of Chriſt, and therefore that She cannot 
poſhbly, be miſtaken in any Principles of Religion: 
So that it is but Vanity to argue againſt her Doftrines, or 
fo prove any of. them to be Erroneus, while all her 
Children are aſſured, That they are direfted in them by 
| ſuch Guides as are r 
The Second is, That they are alſo. as well aſſured, 
that this Religion, which they now profeſs, is exattly the | 
ſame both in Pak and Practice with that which was pro= | 
fd by the Primitive Chriſtiaus, and ſo was delivered 
down by Tradition from one Age 5 another, and from the 
Time of the Apoſtles unto this wherein we live. Foo 
Coates 5 eres» 


To the READER: 


therefore being no other, but what was held and mai ntain'd 


by the Saints and Ru of the Church, it 1s Non: ſenſe 
to perſwade them to quit thoſe Antient CO of the Fa- 
thers, and recerve the New Dofrines (as they call them) 
of the Reformation, | | 
' The Author therefore to remove theſe Barrs, that were ſo 
deeply rooted, and make room for the Light of Truth - to 
penetrate thoſe Underſtandings that were ſv. Clauded, did 
find it neceſſary to write the Enſug T reatiſe ; and by pro» 
ving plainly, That the Church of Rome is not the Ca. 
tholick Church of Chriſt, and that all her peculiar 
Doctrines are Novelties of a late Inyention, he might 
convince thoſe Gentlemen, that they were miſtalen, e ven in 
thoſe Principles wherein they did muſt confide. And when: 
he had finiſh?d this Mori, be laid it open fairly before that 
Perſon whom he eſteemꝰd moſt Learned in that Society: And. 
the Event was, that it anſwered the End for which he 
wrote it, and ſo far Convin®d that Perſon of theſe Miſtakes, 
that he confided in, that be quitted the Communion of 
the Church of Rome, and joyn'd with the Reform'd 
Church Eſtabliſb d in this Kingdom. 
And meeting with ſuch good Succeſs in the firſt Effort 
or Communication of it, the Author is thereby encourag*d. 
to make it publick; and deſires no other Favour from every 
Man that reads it, but that he will do it confuderately, 
not being over-poſutrve in any Prepoſſeſſion, nor overbyaſs d 
in bis Judgment by bis Education: For he will find here 
w Sophillr nor. Art in Reaſoning, that can be ſo me 
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| To the READER. 
as ſuſpelted to decei ve, or auy wiſe to impoſe upon the I- 
a 3 but all ts matter of 2 . — 
fmcerely written. And leaſt he might be thought to wes 
the Senſe of any Expreſſion from the true Intention of 1 

Author, (as it is the uſual Practice of the Adverſe Party) 

he has given you every Mang own Words without any Al. 
teration, with the cleareſt Directions where aud how to find 
them. And that Almighty God (who ne ver demes bus 
Grace to any that dv deſire it) may open the Eyes and en- 
lighten the Underſtandings of all that ſu in Darkneſs, that 
Alen may ſee the Truth, and direũi their Steps accord- 
ingly in the right Way to Eternal Happineſs, is the cou- 
| Pant ans hearty Proper of © 18 


Your Affectionate Friend; | 
and Brother in Jeſus Chriſt, * | 


Now. Davies: 
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to the Church of Rome, to relic upon the mt © 

more than the Purity of theit Religion and when 
ever they are preſs d by any ment eithet from 
Reaſon or the Holy ele-, whereby their Faith 
or Practice is expos d to Cenſure, they fly immedi- 
ately unto' this Aſylum; That they Believe and A at all. 
their Fathers did; and ſo do hold and maintain the Catho- 
lick Faith, and obſerve the ſame Rule of Worſhip with the 
Primitive Chriſtians. And therefore calling themſelves Ca- 
| tholicks, and all other Chriſtians Hereticts, they are ob- 
ſtinately fix d in their Errors and Superſticions, and not to 
be reclaim'd' by any Deere So that it is but Vanity to 
endeavour their Converſion, until theſe Two Particulars are ſet 
cleat before them. Fit, That the Church of Rome is not 
the Catholick Church upon the Account of her Faith, 4. 
thority, or Comprebenfion. And Secondly, That alt choſe Dot: 
tines and Rules of Practice wherein ſhe differs from the 
Church of England, are Novil Impoſitions and not Atticles 
of Faich, as being neither known unto nor believed by the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians. And altho theſe Two Particulars may be 
eſtcemed' otherwiſe by the 3 in /reland, who 2 
| * 
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| (2) 1 
nerally kept in Ignorance by their Clergy, and not per- 
mitted to underſtand the true Notion of Religion. Yet I do 
not doubt in this enſuing Treatiſe to make them both very XX 

plain and evident, and that they are ſuch Notorious Truths, 
as were openly profeſs d by choſe Antient Fathers that are 
Revered as Saints. 25 42 


FCI. As to the Firſt of theſe Particulars, viz.” That the | 
Church of Rome is not the Catholick Church of Chriſt, ei- 
ther in teſpect of the Pope's Authority, as Univerſal Biſhop 
of ir, or that all True Chriſtians; are comprehended in it, 
or that the Catholick Faith is ſoly proſeſs d by the Members 

reer te Of it, is a Truth that I have already proved at large in ano- 

— 4 ther (2) Treatiſe, and would not willingly repeat here 

Ne changing what I have done ſo fully in another Place: Bur leaſt the 

71 Reader may not be well acquainted with that Diſcourſe, 
12 miſs an Information in io eminent a Point of Doctrine, 
will not begrudge the Trouble of repeating thoſe Arguments, 

which the Series of this Diſcourſe doth require an Account 
of. 


And indeed at the firſt View the very Propoſition, Tha: 
the Church of Rome is not the Catholick Church, appears 
to be ſelſ· evident, and therefore not to need a Demonitrati- 
on; when Particular and Univerſal are Terms of Oppoſiti- 
on, and cannot be apply d together unto the ſame Subject. 
But the Word Roman Catholick is a ſort of Conttadiction, 
that muſt confute it ſell, whenever Men underſtand it. It . 

- therefore worth our Labour to enquire into the Ground- Wh 
work or Foundation of this Fancy, which ſome Men are 

very fond of, when they ſhould rather be aſham'd of ir. 

And the firſt is, 7be Pope's Authority as Univerſal Biſhap 
over all the Chriſtian World, For ſome Men have cntcrcain'd 
this Notion, That the Government of the Chrif;an Church 
upon the Earth was originally Monarchical; and that as our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Clrif preſides over it in Heaven; ſo i 
ke has ordain d his Vicar upon the Earth, by whom his Go- 


[3 ] | 

vernment is maintain'd,' and all his Laws are put in Execu- 
tion: So that the Unity of this Church does conſift entirely 
ina che Subjection of all its Members to this Univerſal Paſtor, 


and no Man can be in the Communion of her, but he that 


— 


7 ſubmits freely to this Authorit .. 


primitive Conſtitution of the Church, and the Practiee of 
all che Antient Chriſtians, to diſcover this Opinion ſo po- 
ſitively aſſerted; we ſhall find that it is a gtoſs Miſtake im- 
pos'd on the People, to aggrandiſe the Authority of che 
Court of Rome; ſince the Government of the Chriſtian 
Church upon the Earth, aſter the Aſcention of our Bleſſed 
Saviour hath been always Ariſtocratical, and in the Hands of 


munion of all its Members: So that whoſoever doth profeſs 


Particular Church, or Sociery of Chriſtians,” and regulates 


certainly a Member of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, and 
hath a Right unto thoſe Promiſes that are made unto her in 
the Goſpel. „ WEAR 281 21 1 


h e beer 
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poſtles ; and that he gave them all but One Commiſſionjoint- 


Tru 
to be his Vicar, with an abſolute Dominion over all his Bre- 


xerciſe Authority 7 them; But it ſhall not be ſo among you: 
Hut whoſoever will be Great among you, let bim be your Miniſter. 
Hud whoſoever will be Chief among you, let bim be your Servant, 
Incimating by it clearly, that his Eccleſiaſtical Authority is 
not like the Dominion of the Gentiles, which was altogether 
B 2 ma- 


- 


But if we do conſult the Scriptures, or enquire into 0 


many Perſons ; and the Unity thereof conſiſteth in the Com- 
the Chriſtian Religion, and lives in the Communion of any _ 


his Faith and Practice by the Word of God, That Man is 


thren, that he prohibited ſuch Ambition as diſagreeabls'to 
is Laws, and ordained Humility to be the Standard of their 
overnment : Te know (ſays he) (c) that the Princes of the (e) A. 
Ventiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they that are Great v. 2 


For, Firſt, The Scriptures do expreſly rell us, (a) That (.) Mer. N 
our Saviour Chriſt did not ſelect One alone, but Twelve A- ens h 
ly, * and ſo made them equal in Authority as well as (5 M x. 


: That he was fo far from appointing any Ore of them v. 4 Joly 


— 


141 
managed by Deſpotick Power: But as he himfelf was the 
pattern of Humilicy, and ſubmitted unto Death for the 
Good of his People; ſo their joint Dominion ſhould conſiſt 
5 ſerving othets, without any Prerence unto a Temporal 

0 


v 


| +. po wer. Wherefore St. Paul likewiſe (a) reſers moſt plain- 
i HE ly the Building of the Body of-Chrif, (which is underſtood 
| by all Men to be his Catboliet Church upon the Earth) un- 

| | to the Apoſtles in the Plural Number, and not unto any 
| One of them in particular. | eien 


. And to maniſeſt more clearly that the Church of 

Rome is not the Whole Tree, ot Body of Chriſtians, but only 4 

Single Branch thereof, as other Churches are. St. Paul not 

() Ne. XI. only reckons it among the Branches (I) as grafted in the 
Ys 17, place of another that was broken off; but expreſly doth ad- 
moniſn her, not to uſurp a Dominion over the other Church- 

es as Prophetically fore-ſceing her /Grearneſs in aſter Ages. wi 
v. x, 18. na{azzvz5 (iays he) 2a, and, Do not boaſt againſt, or rather 
as the Word doth more literally expreſs it) Do not inſult o- 

ver the Branches: But if thou Boaſt or Inſult thus, thou 

beareſt not the Root, but the Root thee. And, 'Zoftly, To 
„er tlie World farther, that the Church, to whom de di- 
tected his Epiſtle to the Romans was but a Particulur Church, 
fc) NIL. and not the Catholick, (c) he threatens her with being Cut of, 
*. or totally deſtroy d. if ſhe continued not in the Goodaels of 
Sod. Whereas Chriſti has expreſly promis'd to his Carholict 
en hucch, (d) That the Gate r of Helt ſhall not prevail againff 
_ lar. And if any Man ſhall ſuggeſt here, That te Church, 
to whom our Saviout made this Promiſe, muſt be founded 

.- . . on St. Peter; and therefore can be no other bur the Charth 


f Rome, who claims all her Rights and Privileges from him, 
I anſwer in the firſt Place, That it was not on the Per ſon. but 
the Faith of St. Peter that Chriſt did there Promiſe to Exect 
his Church, his Words being not e nie, but # rde 73 
nis. Not upon thee Peter, but upon this Reck, that is, 
the Faich which thou proſeſſeſt, I wi build my * 
2545S 28 | 4 all 
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mall never be deſtroy d. And conſequentl 


y then whatever 
Chriſtian Church profeſſes the ſame Faith that St. Pen did; 
ſhe is as much a Member of the Catholic Church, and hath 
23 200d a Claim to all the Promiſes of Chriſs, as the Church 
of Rome, or the Church of Aatioch, or any othet Church 
wherein St. Peter preach . | 8 

Secoualy, It is alſo evident, (if that Teut bf Seripture 
ſhould be fo underſtood: as they Expound it) That the 
Whole Church of Cbriſt may be faid in à proper' Senſe to 
be built upon St. Peter; ſince he was the Firſt of the Apo- 
ſtles that preach'd the Goſpel, after the Holy Ghoſt. deſcend- 


ed on them. And it is plain from the Seriprures; (a) that by h 4 


- * 7 % 


- 
- 
- 


his Firſt Sermon, he Convetted ſo many Fews unto the v.14, & U. 405 


Faith, that a Church or Society of Chriſtians was thereby 
e in Jeraſalem: And this being the firſt Fruits of the 


might very properly 
Church be ſaid to have been built upon St. Pere: And con- 
ſequently then that Promiſe of our Saviour, doth not reſpe&t 


the Church of Rome in Particular, (whatever her Pretences 


ate unto St. Peter) but the Whole Society or Body of Chri- 
ſtians, Which are commonly call'd the Catholick Charch. » © 


But Thirdly, If we will be concluded by the Authority ot. : 


is, al | 


St. Auguſtine, it is evident, that in expounding this Text of 


riſtian Religion, the Building that was creed afterward + _ 
be repreſented by it, and ſo the ee 


"Dd 


Scripture, he tells us, (s) Thar by (5 Sie liſſe quod a Dom 
this Rock Chrif meant) Himſelf, and Bow a. Tu os Pin 8 foper bane Fre es 
not St. Peter; and he doth faitly fate Reet lan mean, Ut ſuper hunc 


5 nw intelligeretur, quem confeſſus eſt Perrys 
Retract his Opinion as Ertoneus,  dicens, ries ru Fiat Dei vie: Ac & 


whenever in any of his Writings he Pre 9 


* Cloves 


did Expound it otherwiſe, Nay, 'adificarer & actipit 


atus, Perſonam 
banc Petram 


further he 'declares alſo, That St. Non enim dictum eſt illi au cs Petra, fad 


Peter is not to be underſtood or taken 


tu 65 Perrys, Petra autem erat Chri 
quem confeſſus Simon (ſieut rota Eecleſia 


in that Place, and many other in the <onfirewr)difus eſt Pethur. Aug, Aura. 


Scriptures as a Single Perſon, but; as f al Slade Perch colts Etebe figuram 
of gerenti Domi aus ait, ſaper banc Petram, &. 
Avg. Eriſt. 165, Edit, Nfl. Anno 1336. 


418 2 Were 
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he repreſented the Whole Society 
Chriſtians, to whom thoſe Promiſes: 


——ů— 
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[6] 
were made, and all thoſe Favours given, And therefore it 
is plain, that no particular Benefit, Power or Privilege was 
granted to St. Peter by our Bleſſed Saviour, but what the 
reſt of the Apoſtles (as the Fathers have obſery'd) had an 
equal Right to, and as great a Concern in. | 


- .F III. And if we do conſult the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories 
in the Caſe, we ſhall find that the Commiſſion given by 
Chriſt unto St. Peter, was as fully Executed by the reſt of 
the Apoſtles. (a) And although St. 


4) Em} Adra Tir ya d goyy@ Tor 


Seomien alt 2) droriney Y 65 Th The Paul tells us, That the Care of all the 


. puzperis rd ph d Euſ. Churches came upon Lim daily. 1 Cor. Xl. 
Eecleſ. 4.2. . 3. v. 28. Vet in Planting of the Church, 
and in Governing it being Planted, no one Single Perſon did 

ever preſide over an op wir nee 8 firlt ; 

| 3) and afrerward the Biſhops, as 
Ko Nee their Succeſſors, did act altogether 
Deacons to take Care of the Poor, A#s VI. jointly as equal in the Point of Go- 
F-2. vernment. And whenever a Diſpute 
(e) And the Apoſtles came together to aroſe in Matters of Faith or Diſcipline, 


2 n — we find the Apoſtles firſt, (c) and af- 


and 10 keep the Low of Hoſes, 431 * terwards thoſe e No or de- 
v.. And this they ermine dy termine it in a Synod or Aſſembly. 
"the Aﬀiftance of the Holy don. . . And we never read of any Sing/e Per. 
ſon, that under a pretence of Soverain Power, or the Gift 
of Jnfallibility, after the Apoſtles, (when ſuch Endowments 
were withdrawn) that did undertake in thoſe Days to De- 
termine what was thus Diſputed, or to make Decrces that 
ſhould oblige all Chriſtians, without conſulting the Whole 
Church about it. Burt the Senſe of the Fathers was ſtill re- 
quired in all ſuch Caſes, and all were concluded by it, 
as the Act of the Whole Society: Some of the Biſhops 
being thus aſſembled in a Council, and the reſt ſubmit- 
ting ſreely unto their Determination. Thus the Unity of 
the Church was very well maintain'd in thoſe Days in 
the Matters of the greateſt „ 
& he un- 
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Councils, (a) and in all Things of 


fmaller Conſequence by Literæ Forma- 
tæ or Circular Epiſtles ; (H and they 
preſerved the Church entire as OneSo- 
ciety or Body of Chriſtians, not by the 
Superiority of One above the reſt, but 
by che Right hand of Fellowſhip, and 
a Parity among them all: (c) And o 
careful they were all to maintain the 
Unity of the Catholick Church, by this 


Form of Government, that whoſoever 


was Excommunicated by any Ose Par- 
ticular Church, was adjudg'd as cut 
off from the Communion of the Whole 
Society; and could not be receiv'd in- 
to another Congregation, until he was 
firſt reconciled unto that Church which 
he Offended : (4) So that the Catho- 
lick Church of Chriſt cannot be con- 
fin'd to any Country; nor Limited 
or Reſtcained to any One peculiar Go- 
vernour : Bur it contains the Whole 
Body or Sociery of Chriſtians, even 
all chat are Baptiz'd into. the Cove- 
nant of Grace. 


And this hath been always govern'd 


(4) Zuid & r e 
* ral por Adu tyivoy]o. Hανjẽ Th 
hu yraun I Pap ng" Wn gr 
u Teig ru 008 e. 
Hiſt. Ecclef J. 3. 5 22. de Paſcate. 
Etiam de Harefia Arian: A dup5Jere 
Toivvy oper 6 Bana, Teparouirbhu Thy 
SXKANOI®Y Turnd'0y. SIXSPEVERNY uανjẽ: ee 
TVs Ta]eyivw* Ex. Jidypapartoy 
e Nixauay Tis PuSunias amay]iou Ta- 
7. Socrates. Hiſt, EccleC. JI. 1. cap. 3. 
Y Vid. Exſeb, Hiſt, Eccleſ: I. 4 cap. 15. 
& 22. etiam J. 5. cap. 1, 4, 23 15-& J. 7. 
1.5 29, & 30. ” : 

c) Hoc erant utique c2teri Apoſtoli quod 
fuit Petrus, pari conſortis praditi & bono- 
ris & is ſed exordium ab Inis ate 

ficiſſitur. Primatus Petro datur (ratione 

c. ordinis non Juriſdidionis ut obſervata 
dignum eſt) ut una Chriſti Eccleſia, & ung 
Cath:dratis monſiretur. Cyprian. de Uni. 
Ds pag. 254. Edit. Paris, Anne 
« 1643- 
Epiſcopatus unus eft, cujus a fingulis im 
ſolidum pars tenetur. 16id; Ana. Dom. 234. 

4 4 ay 3 excommu. 
nicat ather the Bi of ene 
in Pentut, as it is related by — aad 
the Proceedings of Syneſ us againſt ſudroni. 
cus concerning the excommunicated Per- 
ſons inthe Church of Piolemais, both which 
could not be received into the Communion 
of the Church of Rome, wii bout particular» 
Satisfation in the reſpeclive Churches, Mrs. 
Therndines Epilog. |. 1:Cap. 2. > 


by all the Biſhops of it, with theit Subordinate Presbyteries, 
according to the Conſticution of our Saviour Chriſt, and the 
Practice of the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians:. And as 
every Particular Church is at Unity in her felf, by the Sub- 
miſſion or Agreement of-all irs Members, under the Tuition: 
of her own Paſtor ; ſo the Unity of the Catholick Church is 
as perſectly maintain'd by the Agreement of thoſe Govyer- 
nours in a Cathelick Society. And therefore, it is well ob- 
ſerv d, that there is no more Neceſſity of an Univerſal Biſhop- 


to eſtabliſn and maintain this Uzity in the Church, 


. 


than- 


there: 


* 
"I... 
| PEE. > 
20 


there is of an Univerſal Monarch to keep Pedee and Come 
mere< in the World; the Agreement of Church Governours 
being as ſufficient to the one, as Correſpondence among 
Princes is unto the other: And as it is impoſſible that chere 
can be more then Ove Catholick Church, becauſe it contains, 
all Chriſtians, and ſo comprehends all Particular Churches: 
So no One Society or Particular Body of Chriſtians (let its 
Extent be never ſo great, or its Members numerous) can 
juſtly Claim that Sacred Title, if any other be extant in the 
World, chat is not comprehended in it as a Part thereof; not 
on the other hand can any Particular Church ever ceaſe to 
be a Member of this Catholict Body, as long as ſhe continues 
Chriſtian, that it, as long as ſhe believes the Scriptures to 
be the Word of God, and the Direct Rule both of her Faith and 
Practice, and in all diſputed Caſes doth conſtantly expound 
their Meaning by the Doctrine of the Fathers and Catholick 
Tradition. | | 
That the Church of Rome therefore is the Catholick Church 
upon the Account of irs Authority or Comprehenſion ; as 
it is govern'd by an Univerſal Biſhop, or as it comprehends 
all crue and- faithful Chriſtians, is no more a Truth, than 
that a Part is the Whole Body; the Terms being equally E- 
vident, and therefore as plain in the Concluſion: And if 
the Church of Rome is but a Particular Church, and a Mem- 
ber only of the Univerſal! Body, then the Churches of Eng- 
land and Ireland likewiſe ; nay, every other Particular 
Church in the Chriſtian World, muſt have an equal Claim 
to the ſame Rights with her; fince no Man can deny that 
they are alſo Chriſtians, as long as they proſeis the Chriſti» 
an Faith, and are obedient unto the Goſpel. Whence it e- 
vidently follows, That all the Members of theſe Churches 
that are eſtabliſh'd in theſe Kingdoms (if they are ſincere 
in their Profeſſion) are equally qualify'd as Chriſtians, for 
all the Privileges of Chriſt's Diſciples, and for all manner 
of Advantages in reſpect of the Catholick Church, that any 
Member of the Church of Rome can ever juſtly: Claim, or 
+ hath Reaſon to pretend to. IV. This 
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g. This is a Truth of ſo much Eyidence,, that all the 
Antient Chriſtians, even in the Church of Rome believed it, 
otherwiſe their Decree againſt Re- baptizing Hereticks made 
by Pope Corvelius, (a) and afterward * (4). Caranzan Sum. © Conciliorum 
confirm'd by Pope Stephen muſt con- Curthaginens, pag. 68. Edit. Re- 
tradict the Principles of the Chriſtian . 
Religion. Fot if no Man can be a Chriſtian, but he 
that is in the Communion of the Catholick Church and 


Baptiſm, is not Sacramental (4) nor 
beneficial ro Salvation, (as St. Auguſtine WA Keel — 


tells them) if the Perſon that doch ad- 4d Perniciem, 4g. contra Maricheos. | 


miniſter it be excluded from the 4 A e 6. cok 264, Edit, 16: 
Church; ſuch Baptiſm thete muſt be nn 
neceſſary to Man's Salvation as will make him a Chriſti- 
an and a Branch of that Society. But if a Man be Bap- 
tiʒ d by any Perſon whom the Church of Rome eſteems an 
Heretick, and with whoſe Church ſhe will not Communi- 
cate ; and yet notwithſtanding this, he is made ſo good a 
Chriſtian by ir, that he doth not need to be Baptiz'd again 
but if he ſhall change his Religion and become a Convert, 
e will receive him into her Communion, and not ſuffer 
him to be Re- baptiz d.) I ſay that this is a fair Conceſſion 
even from the Church of Rome her ſelf, that many Perſons 
were Real Chriſtians, and Members of the Catholict Church 
which is the Body of Chriſt, and yet are not actually of 
her Communion. Our Saviour tells us plainly, (c) That (0 eb xv, 
every Branch, (although it is unfruitful, yet) abideth in tbe v. * & G. 
Vine untill it is cut off, viz. By Apoſtacy or Renunciation ß 
the Faith : Nor do we ever find, that any new Branch can 
be grafted into that Vine, but by the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
which Chriſt ordained for that Purpoſe. And therefore it is 
evident, that thoſe Antient Fathers did not believe, That 411 
Men were Apoſtates, who differ d from them in Matters of 
Religion, or that they renounc'd their Chriſtianity whene- 
ver they deny d thoſe Aſſertions, which the other had averr'd;--. . 
But they always did „ ſuch Perſons did till 
2 NL Ss Con- 


T 101 | 
eontinue Chriſtians, although they were Ecroneous ; and 
therefore they did not repeat their Baptiſm when they re- 
ccived them into Communion with themſelves, but only did 
abſdlve them from their Errors by the Impoſition of their 
„ Nr is a ſuſſicient Evidence, that the Catbolick. 


urch of Chriſt is far more Extenſive than the Church of 

Rome, and that a Man may be a Chriſtian, and fo a Member 

of the One, although he is not actually in the Communion. 
of the Other. ä 


F V. Wherefore it is farther obſervable, That in the Ad- 
miniſtration of Baptiſm, even at this Day in the Church of 

Rome, no Man is oblig'd by his Baptiſmal Vow to believe 

thoſe Articles and Conſtitutions, which in a ſtate of Age. 

and Maturity are indiſpenſably required in order to her Co m- 

munion. But it is ſufficient in order to be Baptiz d, to make 

2 Proſeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith in that Form of Words ; 
which we call the Apoſtles Creed, and not in the Dogmatical 

Decrees of the Council of Trent, wherein her Faith is par- 
ticularly, comprehended. And conſequently then thoſe Ar- 

ticles and Conſtitutions cannot be neceſſary as to the Faith 

of a Chriſtian, although they are the Standard of the Church 

of Rome, and believed by all chat are in Communion with 

her: So that a Man may be admitted into the Catholich 

Church, and is own'd by themſelves to be a Member of it, 

| before he dath believe thoſe Articles of Faith, which are re- 

- quired as neceſſary to her Communion, There is a famous 
(4) Cod. Act recorded of the Danatiſks in Africa, (a) that is exactly 
Cencil, Tem. parallel to our preſent Caſe. They, being not a, Natiqnad, 
| and ſcarcely a Particular Church, did notwithſtanding} de- 
cree themſelves boldly to be the Catbolick Charch-of Chriſt, 

and that in a Synod, or General Council (as they call'd it) 

of their own Party, and formally, excommunicate all other 
Chtiſtians that would not join with them in their Faith, and 

ſubmit unto their Decrees, But certainly no Man of Reaſon 

not Occhodox Chriſtian will over ſay, that That Decree was 


bind- 


NN 


* 


Kreer i.. dene 


binding, and that all other Chriſtians were oblig d to fib-" 

mit unto it, or be concluded by it, becauſe it was boldly 

aſſerted as a Truth, and confidently defined ſueh by a Com- 

pany of Men that call'd themſelves a General Council + But 

rather on the —— an ablurd Act is to be derided ' 

by all Chriſtians, as being againſt ' Reaſon as well as both 

Divine and Humane Laws. Inſomuch that St. Auguſtine's 
5 againſt = Donatifts, ao this Occaſion 

(a) is as Hnanſweta y the Chure Ho” 

of Rome in reſpect of the Reformati- al U nn rn 


on: For if it be confeſs d, that I am Den nec ad Reganifo; conyerſus 


a Chriſtian, (although I am no Papiſt) un __ M. 7 in e 
it is fully acknowledg'd then that the Chridhanaca ben. Aus. pl Tom. 
Chriſtian Faith is extant beyond the * 
Limits of the Church of Rome: And whoſoever will endea- 
vour to reduce the Catholicit Church to ſuch a narrow eom- 
paſs, muſt be guilty of the Schiſm that is ovcaſion'd" by it, 
in excluding 10 many Chriſtians from the Communion of 
Saints. 88 


F VI. But that the Church of Rome might render it felſ 
more a Particular Cbarch, and leſs the Catholick (if poſiibleJ 
than other Churches are, ſhe hath of late Years extreamly 
leſſened her own Extent, by ſerting new Limits and Re- 


ſtraints on her Communion, ſuch as Former Apes nevet heard 1% 5 


of, nor did the Catboliet Church 
an: So that without believing Things that ate ineredidle, 
(ſuch as 7ranſubtanttation, and the Popts Tnfdllibility, &. 
and doing Things chat are impracticable, (ſuch as Warſbiping . 
the Aloft, Adoring the Virgin Mary, and Praying unto Saints 
and before Images, &c.) no Man can bs admitted to join in 
Communion with her. But he that is a true and faithful 
Chriſtian, that ſincerely believes and conforms his Practice 
to the Holy Scriptures, and in all the Places where chey 
ſeem obſcure, doth underſtand them in the Senſe of ths 
Primitive Chriſtians. my all this he is . 
5 C 2 cluded 


ite from any Chriſti- 


[1] We 
eluded from her Communion as an Adel, and (as far as in 
her lyeth) depriv'd of all the Benefits and Privileges of a 
Chriſtian. Whereas other Churches, and particularly thoſe 
of England and Ireland are conformable in this Caſe to the 
Catholick Church, and impoſe no Laws in order to their 
Communion, but what are manifeſtly ordain'd by Chriſt, 
and were obſerv'd by the Antient Fathers: So that any faith- 
ful Chriſtian of any Particular Church whatſoever, that is 
Baptiz'd and undertakes the Chriſtian Covenant, believes 
the Holy Scriptures to be the Word of God, and underſtands 
them in the Senſe of the Univerſal Church, (as it is delive- 
red by the Four General Councils,) which all Men muſt 
acknowledge to be the Catholick Faith, who are of the ſame 
Opinion with Athanafius. If this Man takes care to keep his 
Covenant with God, and obſerve the Rules thereof in his 
Life and Converſation, he is freely admitted into their Com 
munion, and may enjoy therein all the common Rights and 
Benefits of a Chriſtian, without any other Injunction or Im- 
poſition on his Conſcience. For none of their Articles are 
propounded with Arathemas, nor is it requir'd of every one 
of their Communicants to ſubſcribe them: But they were 
originally compos'd for Peace, to avoid diverſity of Opini- 
ge) Canons ons, and eſtabliſh Conſent, touching the true Religion. (a) 
G——— that if to be truly Catholick is not to be of any Party or 
San. 1, Faction in Religious Matters, but a Chriſtian in full La- 
tttude and in reſpect of the Church in General, that Man 
who profeſſcth Chriſtianity in either of theſe Churches, lives 
more in the Communion of the Catholict Church, than any 
Member of the Church of Rome. And therefore it is evi- 
dent that the Papifs do unjuſtly uſurp that Title, which 
they have a leſs pretence to than their Reformed Neigh- 
bours. | 1 Aa 1-77 4 
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F VII. But indeed this Notion as well as Name is but. 
a Novelty of a very little ſtanding, and the Antient Chtiſti- 
ans were ſo far from believing it, that not only private 


333 Men 1 
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Men have written againſt it, but whole Councils of their 

own have openly conttadicted it. Thus the Fathers in the 

Fourth and Fifth Seſſion of the Council of Conſtaus (held 


in the Fifteenth Centuries): do aſſert, 


(a) That a General Council duly con- (e) Quod'Generalls Synodus in Spirit, 
— . (which muſt be from all Na- —— — ng 33 
tions or Particular Churches, and not preſeatans, poteſtitem a Chrifto immedi- 
conſiſt of the Church we 2 e le TB ng — — 
doth repreſent the Church Militant, Caum Gencll. fe "> ung 
and hath immediate Power from Chriſt, u © TONAL IS 
to which every State whatioever, &- © 7 

ven the Pope himſelf is oblig'd ro Obedience. And conſe- 

quently chen it follows, that the Pope and his Abettors can- 

not make up that Society, nor be really any more but Mem- 

bers of that Body. And the Council of B in their Thir- 

ty-third Seſſion did not only aſſert the fame Thing, (I) bur (t) Ibis: 
place it among thoſe Truths of Catholick Doctrine, which | nom ag 
every Chriſtian is oblig'd to entertain; all which might be 144% . 
confirm'd by the Hiſtory of the Church, and the farther | 
Teſtimony of the Antient Fathers of it, if it had not been | 
done already in my former Quotations; (c) But I will eon- ( m 
clude this Propoſition with the Opinion of St. Jerom in his 
famous Epiſtle to Ewvagrius, where writing of the Authori- 
ty of any Particular Church whatſoever in competition with 


the Catholick, he ſays, (d) That the % 81 , rims queratur; Orbis Sir 


ot Eugubium, or any other Place, nn 

which is a plain Demonſtration that he did not believe, that 
the Church of Rome was Univerſal, and compriz d the Whole 
Body of- Ghriftiaas,” but rather on the contrary, that there 


was a manifeſt and clear Diſtinction between the Church of, 
Rome and the Catholick Church. | 


$ VIIE as to the other Point, viz; That thoſe DoRtines: 
and Rules of Practice wherein the Cheb of Rome * 
Me | e- 


World is greater than any City where- major Urbe, uviconquefuerie Epiſcopus,.. - 
 Wf&t'there is a Biſhop, whether at Rome five: dn, five Exgubis. Hieron. g. 


ES 
the Reform'd Churches are not Matrers of Faith, but Novel 
Impoſitions, neither known to nor believed by the Primitive 
- Chriſtians, This I will allo prove by undeniable Authority, 
by ſhewing plainly that in the Firſt Ages of the Church, they 
Were not generally receivd, I know that Befarmine and 
Suarez and many other Writers of later Years have taken 
t Pains to obviate this Truth, and have not only ſcarch d 
the Seriptutes moſt exactly, and enquir'd nicely into the 
Writings of the Fathers; but where-ever they could find an 
Expreſſion, that (in che moſt reigned Senſe) can ſeem to 
. countenance their Opinions, it is immediately laid hold on, 
and ſuch an.Explication put upon it, as the Author never in- 
tended, nor any indifferent Man would ever chink on : 80 
that I may truly ſay, chey make our Saviour and his Apoſt- 
les as well as many of chole Antient Fathers, not only to 
Write thoſe Things which they never imagin'd., but ſome- 
times to conttadict their plain and ſerious Sentiments in 
eminent Matters portaining to Religion. 
It is net however to be expected, chat in ſo ſhort a 
Treatiſe as L intend here, I ſhould run through all the Fa- 
thets and Councils, and Hiſtories of the Church, and give 
you cach Man's Thoughts in every particular : But it I do 


8 
perform what 1 undertook, viz. — — that the Docttines 


by che Church of Kowe aſſerted with Anathema, to all that 
date deny them, were not Articles of Faich in the Primitive 
| br, by inſtaneing ſome eminent Fathers or Councils that 

did not receive them, but were of a different Opinion em 
them; and yer were not only allow'd as Orthodox, but ſome of 
them Canoniz'd in the Church of Rome as Saints, and as 
ſuch to this very day Reyered by the People. That muſt be 
ſuſſicient for my intended Purpoſe, viz, To convince the 
World that in thoſe Days, at thoſe were not Articles 
of Chriſtian Faith, as they are now aſſerted, and conſo- 
.quently then they muſt be Novelties not fir to be obtruded 
on us; fince if they were not always neceſſary to Man's Sal- 
vation, no Dectee of any Church can make them neceſſary to 


be 


"- Le] 
be believed. All the Articles of the Chrifian Faith; (us 
Wincentius Lirmenfis hath obſerv'd, (4) (4) In ip Catholics Redleſie maghoþind* 
being at all Times and in all-Places a LR cod 5 
faithfully believed by all true Chriſti- m cd. Yincow., en adrerl. Heveſ, 
aus. ee. 3. eg $.-Anne Dem 433. 
That we may fully examine this Matter therefore, and 
that with as much Brevity and Plainneſs. as we can, I will 
propole theſe Eight Particulars for tho Subject of our En- 
quiry, which are the chief Matters of Controverſy that are 
now in Diſpute between the Church of Ne and tho Re-: 
ferm d Churches, viz. | 


I. The Univerſal Authority and Infallibility of the Pope. 

il, The Dodtrine of Tramſulſlantiom, and the Adminiflration - 
of the Sacrament under One hind only, 

III. The Dottrine of Purgatory, and t of Indulgences that ' 
depends wpan it. * 5 

IV. The Seven Sacraments, and particularly that of Penance, 
as new held and uſed in the Church of Rome. 

V. The Warſhip of God by the: Mediation of Images. 

VI. By doing it in a Language that is not generally under- 


Vll. By the Iyvecation aud Iuterceſſon of the Saints.» Andy 
VIII, The Dodtrine of Merits, as they are transferable from 
one te another Perſon, 


All which ſhall be briefly. examin'd as to their rip 
and how they have been eſteemed as Edential ta Religion, 
and impoſed on Believers under. the Penalty of Au 


FIX. As to the Autberity or Infallibilityrof the Faperor 
Biſhop of Rame, Bellarmive tounds them both on his Se- 
ceſſion to St, Peter, (4) making him Civerſal: Biſhop of(s) re, 
the Chriſtian: Church, by the 2 al our Saviour, f femme 
and all the Biſhops of Rewe aſter him his Succeſſors in that ae pom.15994 | 


Power and Authority. He takes therefore very great Paine 
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40 prove that Monarchy is the beſt and compleateſt Govern- 
ment, and therefore moſt adapted to the Chriſtian Church, 


|  --asbeinga Society which God himſelf eſtabliſh'd : And then 


endeavours to 


ew us how this Monarchy was erected in 


St. Peter, and transſerred down from him unto the Pope as 


his Succeſſor. If then it be made appear that all this is but 
a Religious Banter, and that both che Scriptures and the 
Records of the Church do ſhew the contrary. This will en- 
tirely cut off the Foundation of this Authority, and deſtroy 
thoſe Principles that are founded on it. And no more can 
be needſul to prove that this Doctrine is an Innovation, than 
to ſhew that the Primitive Chriſtians were Strangers to it, 
and that the Church for many Ycars had no ſuch Apprehen- 
ſion. Now certainly this learned Cardinal did never obſerve 
from the Holy Scriptures, that although a Monarchy is the 
beſt Form of Government, yet God is apt himſelf to hold 
it over his own People. Thus he did many Years preſide 


gun immediately over the Children of Mrael, and (a) reſented it 
v. 7. as an Affront to him, when they defir'd a King. And why 


may it not be Rational that God the Son ſhould govern the 
Taiverſal Church under the Goſpel, as his Father did the 
Iſraelites under the Maſaick Law? eſpecially if we do obſerve, 
that in modelling the Chriſtian Hierarchy he kept exactly 
to the Pattern of che Fewiſh State, and made that Model ap- 
pointed by the Law, the Type of his Government under the 
Golpel. For thus as the State had originally the Princes 
of the Twelve Tribes, and the great Sanedrim of the Seven- 
ty Elders as their Supreme Governours, ſo our Saviour choſe 
Twelve Apoſtles to preſide over the Faithful, and Sevent 

Diſciples or Presbyters to be their Sanedrim or Council. 
And as the Synagogue was governed by a Preſident or Ruler 
and his Fellow-Presbyters : So every Chriſtian Church had 


a Biſhop and Presbyter eſtabliſh'd over it. And when the 
Church was extended farther by the calling in of the Gentiles, 


and its Borders were enlarged to all Nations of the World, 


we find that thoſe Apoſtles, and the other Governours 4 | 
TOR the 
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FT 
the Church that did ſucceed them, walk d all exactly in theit 
Maſter's Steps, and ſo made the Government of the Empire, 
and thoſe other Countries whom they converted, the Form 
of Diſcipline eſtabliſh'd in the Church. Thus in every City. 
where there was a Prætor, there they plac'd a. Biſhop, with  _ 
his College of Presbyrers ; in every Province where there 

was a Proconſul, they eſtabliſh'd a Metropolitan with a larger 
Juriſdiction; and in every Dioceſs, where there was a Pre- 

fed or a Lieutenant of the Empire, there they fix d a Pri- 

mate or Patriarch with the higheſt Power, and ſo ordered 

all Appeals from the One unto the Other, as they were or- 

dain d in the State before; (2) inſo- (c si qua Civitas a Regia Poteftate is2 
much that the Power, Prerogative, and ea et vel innovabltur, cjvilem ac pub- 
Place of every Biſhop, took irs Origin — — — — — 
from the City wherein he did preſide, e. in Trallocan, 38, Anno Dom. 6822 
and (as T ſhall hereafrer ſhew you) when the Order or | 
Power of a City was chang'd in the Empire, the State of 
its Biſhop was altered likewiſe in the Church, and fo ei- 
ther roſe or fell to another pitch of Grandeur, according as 
his City receiv'd another Juriſdiction. Ac tl 


Fg. But as to that Claim that is deriv'd from St. Peter, it. 

is altogether founded upon Two Expreſſions of our Saviour 

to him: In that firſt, he expreſly told him, (4) I will give he rk 
unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatſoever v, ig, - ( 
rhou ſhalt bind ow Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven ;\ and whatſs- b 
ever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall be Jooſed in Heaven. | And: 
aſter his Reſurrection from the Dead, he. commanded him 
thrice (c) to feed his Sheep and Lambs, and thereby com- (e) 7558 
mitted his Flock peculiarly to his care, as to their Univer- xxl. v. I 
ſal Paſtor. If therefore it be made appear, that no ſuch Au. * * 
chority was herein given by Chriſt unto St. Peter, as the 

Pope doth now pretend to, nor indeed in any. Thing more. 

than he gave to the other Apoſtles, and all the Governours 

of the Church in General ; and that all rhe Primitive Chriſti- 
ans were of chis Opinion, and de 
9; ”, OE 
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22 their Reſpect to him upon all Occaſions. It 
will not be farther needful to enquire into the Succeſſion, or 
the Pope's Right unto that Power by the way of Inheritance. 
For as to the former of theſe Texts in St. Matthew's Goſpel, 
there is another like it in St. John's, (a) Then Feſus ſaid unto 
them (viz. The Apoſtles or Diſciples that were privately aſ- 
ſembled for fear of theFews) (5) Peace be unto you: as un Fat ber 
hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. And when be had ſaid this, 
he brathed, and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 
#hoſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and who- 
ſoever Sins ye retain, they are retained. Whereby there is as 
full and ample a Commiſſion given to the Whole Fraternity 
ot Order, as St. Peter did ever receive, or can in Juſtice lay 
a Claim to; ſince Remitting and Loofing, Retaining and 
Binding, in reſpect of Sin, are always look d on as Syno- 
nomous Terms, and of the ſame Senſe in the Holy Scri 
cures. And ir is very plain, that in theſe Words the Power 
is only granted which they pretend to. To whomſoever 
therefore this Power is given, the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven are committed ro him; and this being done to all 
the Apoſtles as well as St. Peter, he cannot be thought Sin- 
gular in reſpe& of his Commiſſion, but in every point was 
Co-equal with his Brethren. If any Man ſhall 25 farther, 
That St. Peter was the Rock on which the Church was found- 
cd, and therefore that he had an extraordinary Power given 
him over it. I have already ſhewn you, (c) that St. Aupaſtin. 
was of another Opinion, viz. That That Reck was Chrif 
himſelf, or that Faith in him which St. Peter there proſeis d: 
And therefore I will not here repeat what I have fo plainly 
| and fully ſaid before. But as to the other Text, whereon his 
5 Paſtorſfup is founded, it is credible that our Saviour intend- 
end no more by it, but the Reſtauration of St. Peter to his 
poſtolick nh, which he ſeem'd to have loſt by his A- 


Ne) Jab X. 
P. 21, 22, & 


23. 
(8) Fobn XX. 
v.16. 


A 
poſtacy ercfore as St. Peter had thrice deny'd his 


Maſter, and by every one of thoſe Acts had fallen off from 
| bis Employment, ſo our Saviour did renew his former | Came 8 


1 
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miſſion of being one of his Apoſtles, by ordering of l 
thrice to feed his Sheep and Lambs. Sr. Aug»/tin therefors 
was ſo far from attributing any peculiar Right or Authority 
unto St. Peter, (and much leſs to any of his Succeſſors) from” 
either ol theſe Expreſſions of our Saviour, that he plainly 
averis, (a) That in both choſe Places 
St. Peter . ene e wine nm pollolos 
exeral, that ver was there | | 
fad on im, was fd to 4h The Fern Te Bm nn 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven (fays =*? % over , ad omnes dicitur. 
he) were given to the CatholickChurch, £2 fe Nala c 
when they were given unto Perer, ; 
and Chriſt ſpoke choſe Words to All, when he faid unto 
bim, Feed my Sheep » So that if it be allow'd, that St. Au. 
guſlin was no Meretick, and that he could not be miſtaken 
ia ſo eminent an Article of the Faith (as this is now made 
to be) without being cenlured by the Carbolick Church ſor 
it; it is _—_— that Peter was not believed in his Time, 
(which was in the beginning of the Fifth Century) to have 
been the Prince of the Apoſtles, or Vverſal Paſtor of the 
Catholick:Church, or at leaſt that he was not appointed ſuch 
by our Bleſſed Saviour in either of choſe Texts of Scripture 
that ate urged to prove it: Hut if we do inſpect” ſome other 
Places of the Scriptures, we ſhall find the contrary to be there - 
aſſerted plainly ;. and that Ali the Apoſtles were not only E- 
qual, bur far ftom prerending to Authority or Juriſdidiag - 
above each other: Iaſomueh that St. Pau, though he calls 
himſelf che leaſt of the Apoſtles, (J) as one that was abar- (5)rCoinky 
tive and younger Brother to the reſt, yet would give Place x . % 
to none by the way of Subjection, no not for an Hour, (e) © S, W. 
but ſuppoſes himſelf their equa}, and that he was not a" * 
whit behind the very Chiaſeſt of them. () And therefore ac 
he did not only withſtand Peter to the Face, when he wfszz * 3 
blame -worthy in the Church of Awviach ; (e) but aſſures us, © S 
that James and John as well as Peter gave him and Barnalias” *** 
rhe Righr-hagds of Eellowſhip. (f) Aud whicls is moſt re- & ** 
4 D 2 markable, 
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-markable, they ſeem to have agreed in reſpect of their Juriſ- 
diction, that Paul and Barnabas ſhou'd go unto the Gentiles, 
and Peter, James and Fohn unto thoſe of the «Circumeifron:: 
And therefore St. Paul doth not only call himſelf.the Apoſtle 

% Remens Of the Gentiles, (a) and is magnified by that Title, but he 

XI. v. 13. alfo ſhews the Reaſon, why it was adapted to him; (5) be- 

6) Gl N. cauſe the Goſpel oſ the Uncircumcifion was committed . unto. 

* 7 bim, as the Goſpel of the Circumciſſon was to Peter. The 
Conſequence whereof muſt be, That if St. Peter had any 
Pre-eminence in the Chriſtian Church, it was over the Fews 
alone, that were his proper Charge; and if the Gentile Chriſti- 

ans had any Supreme Paſtor, as Univerſal Biſhop, it muſt be 

either St. Paul or Barnabas, and not St. Peter. And there- 

fore that the Pope (as Succeſlor to St. Peter) can have no 
Juriſdiction over the Britiſh Churches, until it be made ap- 

pear, that they were Jews and not Gentiles before they did 

embrace the Chr;/tian Religion. My Buſineſs therefore in the 

next place, is to ſhew you farther, how this Doctrine was | 

-teceived by the Primitive Chriſtians ; and from the Records 

.of the Church to make it apparent, that where the Primacy 

of Place (which was the utmoſt that the Antient Biſhops of 

Rome did claim) was freely granted unto his Holineſs by the 

Biſhops of other Churches, it was altogether done in reſpect 

to the Imperial City whercin he lived, and not the Apoſto- 

lick Chair wherein he ſat. And that many, or-indced moſt 
of the other Chriſtian Churches, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Eaſt and that of Britain (wherein the Church of Ireland may 
be alſo included) did not for many Years ſubmit unto the 
Pope, or any Authority derived from him; but had their 
own reſpeCtive Primates, who were Supreme among them 
in all Matters of Religion, | 


cn, XI. To begin with the Eaſt : The Council of Nic 
32 being the Fitſt General Council after the Apoſtles) did or- 
* dain in their Sixth Canon, (c) that the Antient Cuſtom 


Ham, & P ita ut Mex2udrinus Epiſcopus horum omnium habet Poteſtatem, quia *& 
ans Epiſcopo par illis mos eſt. Cod. Concil. Nice. Can, 6, Anno Dom, 323. * 


N 
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ſhall be preſerved throughout Egypt,  Lybia and Pentapelit,” 


- 
= 


and that the Biſhop of Alexandria ſhall have Power or Kc 
cleſiaſtical Juriſdiction over all theſe ; becauſe there is a like» 


ſhop or Patriarch of Alexandria is made the Pepe s Rival in 


point of Juriſdiction, and ordered to maintain an equal 
Power over the Churches in his Province, as the Pope or 


Biſhop of Rome did over his. And this alſo by the ſame 
Right, viz. The Anticnt Cuſtom, not Divine Command or © | 
Conſtitution. I know that Bellarmine and Carama and ma- 


ny others, have ſweated to find an Explication for this Ca- 
non, and to make it agree with the Intereſt of the Pope ; and 


therefore do not only tell us of a Preface to it, that conſeſſes 


the Pope's Primacy, (not Juriſdiction, / in theit own Words) 


Copies of thoſe Canons, (which are ſtill preſerved); than that 
which Pope Zozimus pleaded in the Council of Carthage, (a) to 


which can no more be found in the Original, or the Antienr 


N 
Cuſtom with che Biſhop of Rome, wiz. In reſpect of tho 
Churches that lie in che Roman Province: For: here the Bi- 


:, 
* 


(a) Barons . 


LY 


juſtify Appeals to Rome from the African Churches : But they Annal. Felt, 
would endeavour to perſwade Men againſt Reafon, that thoſsæ 119. - 


Words, Quia & Romano Epiſcepo par illis Mos eſt, muſt be un- 


derſtood by all Men thus; becauſe the Biſhop of Nome had © © 


a Supreme Jutiſdiction there by an Antient Cuſtoms likewiſe, 
which was Prior to any Canon, and ſo the Biſhop of Alex- 
andria might alſo have the like there for the furuce. But 
how Two Supreme Juriſdictions can be at the ſame Time in 
the ſame Place, or how a Parity in the Cuſtom can be found 
between the Juriſdiction of one Biſhop over all the Places, 
in a Province that are Subject to his City, and the jut iſdicti- 


= 


& 


on of another Biſhop over all choſe Places that are not fo ' 


Subjected, appears to me to be Un-intelligible. - But every 


indifferent Reader muſt conclude, That ſince the Cuſtom 


in each Place is aſſerted to be Antient, the Practice of the 
Biſhop of Rome in reſpeRt of the Churches within the Dio- 


ceſs of that City, muſt be made a- Preſident by the Fathers 


Dioce 


in that Council, to confirm the like Cuſtom in the 2 
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| —＋ ſun 1 wn RT Biſhops beloved of God, who were 


* Rome prion tribnerunt. 4 liter 


Alexandria; as it is moſt evident from Ruffnus in his 
zu urbe Repetition of the Canon. (a) But the 
| x General Council at Catcedon, conſiſting. 
r of Six Hundred and Thirty Biſhops, 
4 puts the Matter beyond Diſpute, in 
hocque fat. Anng Dom 33%. deciding the great Conteſt between the 
Biſhop of Rowe and the Biſhop of Conſtantinople about Supe- 

riority, or even Primacy of Place. Since they determined, 


£03--es Sanforum Pütrum fe- (B) That following the Steps of their 
„ K. & quz nune Anceſtors, One dred and Fifty 


of 


ore majors Theodefi in regis Civitate- aſſembl'd in the General Council at 
—— . Conſtantinople (Anno Dom. 381) under 
zinepol. Eccl. Nova Rowe. Erenim Sedis the Emperor Fheodofrus Maj ar, they 
2. Code? Deerge the fame things rouching the 
— Eadem — permoti 157 Pri vileges of the Church of Conſtanti- 
Deo amancifſinsSgiſcopy , adi Nova nople or New Rome. For as the Fathers 


de & Senatu urbeca org: had granted Privileges to the, See of 
0 
ali n e ien Pare, that was chiefly (cated in tha 
—— he ot fy City ; ſo theſe Hundred and Fifty 
Anno Dom. M. Biſhops moved by the ſame Intention, 
granted equal Ptivileges to the See of New Rome, (viz. Con- 
ſtantinople,): rationally Judging that the City that was a- 
dorn'd with the Empire and the Senate ſhould enjoy equal 
Privileges with Ol Rome, and not only to have Majeſty or 
Power like her in Eecleſiaſtical Matters, but to be next unto 
her as Seeond in Place: Where it is very plainly aſſerted by 
thoſe Fathers, 1/4, That the General Council of Conſtantina- 
ple was aſſembld under the Emperor and not the Pope. 

424% That che Diſpute between the Biſhop of Rome, and 
the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and the other Patriarchs was not 

- for Juriſdiction ; (for that was not ſo much as claim d by any 
- of them in thoſe cartic Days,) but it was Place or Primacy of 
Seat, which was freely allowed unto the See of Rowe by 
all che other Patriarchs. © 34% That even this _— 
ace 


* 


J | 
Plate was veſted in the Sce of Rome, not by any; Divine 
Right or Conſtitution of our Saviour, bur purely on the ge- 
count of that Royal City which was the Seat of the Empire. 
And therefore . the Seat of the Empire was tranſ- 
lated ro Confantinople , the Firſt General Council''thers 


a) gave the Patriarch of that City the 1 
wes of Ptimacy, next to the Biſhop 4 — 42 2 poſt Ro- 
of Rome; and this Council ar — manu Sees, , our quod fie vs 


not only thus confirm d ic, bur gtant- 
ed him equal Privileges and Authority in Ecoleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters ; ; which were afterward confirmed (5 agel prints als gal. Remi 
(5) by the Council in Trullo thete 7 ad Ectlefiafticis ne. 
held dt the lacver end of the Sib . i Trl, Gl. 56, Ange 
Century. And all this was done not- Dom. TM 

withſtanding that the Pope's Legares at Caledon uſed their 

utmoſt diligence to oppoſe it, and therefore pretended-s Vi- 

olation therein of the Rights of che Patriarch of ,4‘eͤd (un 

der whoſe BN wi the City of Conſtantinople had been in 

former Ages,) as alſo of the Canons bf the Oouneil 6 Nice; 
which preſerves the Privileges of every Ae in 17 20 2 
ſpective Proviaces. And therefore they all 

Decree was Surreptitiouſly . ny Þi "wy. Sy ue 

were fore'd to ſign it: Bot yer tis Conſequence of 7 Foun 
this, that upon a fecond Debate, whea the Pope's — nch 

his Legates was ptoduc'd by them, _ read i frac openly inthe 

Council, the ſame Thing was again the BE; ry 
ſhops declared that they acted freely _ bom r 
And Maximus himſelf (who was ten Pariutcti 91 tech) 
in whoſe behalf the Pope pretended to beſo ei So⁰ο d 
he ſign'd the Decree without any Oppoſition to it. ff 
anſwer to all this they tell us, that the Pope's ne di \ 
ptoteſt againſt this Decree of the Council} atid\thac'thEPape” 
himſelf cefaſed afterwards to eonfeent it; and ay. 
that it is void as wanting ati Eſſential Sofentity: - $ is 
plainly a begging of the Queſtion, aud making rhe Pope to 
” Judge! in his owti Cauſe; and a perfect Denne on 


- 
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he uſurp'd a Power, which the Cviverſal Church did then 
refuſe to grant him; and therefore that this Doctrine muſt 
be a Novelty and no Article of Faith, when ſo — 
rejected: by the Catholick: Church, almoſt in the Eight 

FFXI. But if from the Greet Church in the Eaſt, (where 
we find the Supreme Authority of the Pope to be {till difre- 
2 7 garded,) we paſs over to the Latin Church in Africa, which: 
reeceived the Goſpel originally from Nome, there we ſhall 
aalſo find no little ſtir and noiſe about this Matter: The 
2 * Pope on the one hand ꝓretending to a Right of receiving 
Appeals from Africa, and the Biſhops there on the other 
hand maintaining their- Antient Rights and Liberties, and 

denying that any ſuch Power or Authority was ever veſted 
in him. In the Days of St. Oyrian, in the Third Century, 
we find a Suſpicion only of this Claim, and ſome Reflections 

on it, made by that Learned Father, in his excellent Speech 
be) Wegs epim quiſquam noſtrorum At the Firſt. Council at Carthage, (a) 
rn where he deſires his Fellow-Biſhops 
Genen Collegas ng adigit : cuando babe to deliver their Opinions freely, with- 
omnis Epiſcopes pro liceatis libertatis & OUT cenſuring othet Men that differed. 
Pater ab alio ue polls; quam nee ipſe- in Opinion from them: For none of 
percit alterum judicare. Cyprian. de Her. & us (ſays he) hath appointed himſelf: 
In. co be Biſhop of Biſhops, nor with Ty- 
rannical Terror ſorc d his Colleagues: to à Neceſſity of O- 
bedience., _ When every Biſhop, on account of his Liberty 
| and Power hath his own proper Judgment, and ean neither 
„ 5 be judg d. by another, nor can he judge another; intimating 
thereby plainly, that in his Opinion there was an equality 
| of Power among all Biſnops as Colleagues, and that no one 
whatſoeyer ought. to Lord it over his Brethren. And 
in the Third, Council that was held at Carthage, we ſind 
a farther Caution taken againſt this Uſurpation, and leaſt a 
3 great Name or Title being often uſed might introduce 
m Time 2 Caim to Power, It Was then a 

| Thar 
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(a) That the Biſhop of the Firſt See (%) Ut Prime Solis Epicopus non eppel=- 
ſhould not be called thebrince of Prieſts, Eur Princeps Sacerdotum, aut Summus 


dos, aut aliquis huj is 
or the Higheſt Prieſt, or any Thing — So wang: ſed tan- 


" * 


. Concil. Care 
like it, but only the Biſhop of the % 3 Can. 26 Anno Dom. 397, 
Firſt See; which could nor be underſtood of the Biſhop of . -, + 


Carthage, or of the Firſt See in Africa (as Caravza would 


inſinuate,) for we never read of any one of them, that ſo 85 


much as pretended to ſuch a Title: But it muſt refer to the 


Prime See of the Chriftian Church, which was at Rome, and 


began then to claim that Title and that over-ruling Power, 


which St. Cyprian ſuſpected, and they were afraid ol. Not 


long aſtet this in the Council at Milevum, where St. Auguſtin 
himlelf was perſonally preſent, we find a farther Caution 
taken to maintain theſe Rights, (5) {4 

and (as it is thought) upon the Ap- vel 


quod fi ab iis provocandum 


Uaiverſale Concilium. 


ſhould Appeal to any Place beyond or ater. Con. Milevis, 
a- croſs the Seas (as Rome certainly miai, 416. 
was) that no Man in Africa ſhould ever receive him again 
into Communion. Soon, viz. about Three Years aſter this, 
Anno Dom. 419. another Council was held at Carthage of 
Two Hundred and Seventeen - Biſhops, wherein Fauſtinus 
appear'd as a Legate from Zozimus the Popo in behalf of 
Apiarius, who had a 


Power, both to Receive and Hear Appeals from Africa. To 


this the Fathers gave no other Anſwer at the preſent, but 1 


char in their Copies of thoſe Canons there was no tuch thing 
as Fayſtinus did produce: But to be more ſure of the Truth, 
they ſent Meſſengers to Cyrill, Patriarch of Alexandria, and 


ons: 


Aud 


ceived True and Authentick 3 of the Nicene 


) Item placuit ut — Diacoai, 


cæteri [ateriores Clerici in Cauſis quas 
peal of cæleſtius from that Council un- g Epilcopi icin eos audiant, 
to Zozimus the Pope Or Biſhop of Rome, non proyocent ad tranſmarina Fadicia, ſed 
they reſtrained all Appeals for the fu- 1 Mimares Provinciaram faaram, autad 
rure to their reſpective Provinces, or pis ſepa coaſtitutum eſt. Ad 


a General Council, and if any Man tem . a 


Oi. 22, 


t de Epi 
— 


ppealed to Rome, and he pleaded the 
Canons of the Council at Nice, ſor the Pope's Right and 


Atticus Patriarch of Conſtantinople, and from them they te- 


T87] | 
A 4nd when it appearcd plainly by them, that what Fauſtingy 
” __ offered was a Forgery, they gave an Account thereof ro the 
he: Biſhop of Rome that then was, aſſerting their own Rights 
and Liberties with very great Candour, as well as Reſolution; 
inſomuch that a greater Demonſtration cannot be given, than 
0 Oed. that Record doth plainly ſhew : (a) I mean the Epiſtle of 
_— Li the African Fathers in the Fourth Council at Carthage unto 
Parrum Cateft- Pope Caleſtinus who ſucceeded Boniface the next Succeſſor 
Wo. unto Zezimys, That the Pope or Biſhop of Rome bad than no 
Authority in the, African Churches, that they were all Sub- 
ject to their own Metropolitans only, and that no Appeal did 
lie any farther, except it were to a Provincial or a General 
Counci] ; and therefore they deſired him not to ſend any Exe- 
cutors (or Legates) among them unto thoſe that did deſire 
fit,, leaſt they ſhould ſeem to bring the ſwelling Pride of the 
et Roth World into the Church of Chriſt, which bearcth the Light 
1 of Simplicity and Humility before them that deſire to ſee God. 
I 1 would gladly inſert the whole Epiſtle here, if it were not 
cio long for my Deſign, ſince every Word of it is weighty ; 
73) Bern, and (as Baronius himſclt — 1 La (4) ir containeth hard 
an FO Things, even ſuch as ate not to be antwered by the moſt in- 
n *genious Men that have undertaken it ; eſpecially when we 
conſider farther, that in the Firſt Council at Conſtantinople; 
(which is acknowledg d by all Chriſtians to be one of theFour 
Principal General Councils) it is ordain'd inthe Second 
That every Biſhop take care to govern his own Dioceſs, and 
not co intermeddle =} hoof —— — And in 
8 Rb the Fo (c) That thoſe 
4 — —— — — err Churches of God that were in Bar- 
frare oportet ſecundum Confuctudinem, gary ſnould be Served and Governed ac- 


— — — Soap py rec cording to the Cuſtom whieh they re- 


Dom. 381. ceived from their-Fathers. And con- 


ſequently then they could not be Subject to any ſuch 
Authority as the Pope did claim, without à manifeſt Vi- 
olatien of this Canon, which appears as Sacred and as Au- 
tnemick as any other that can be cited in the ——— 


deed tha ES y J (+) Hunc Cenotiens ab ——— 
I know in tCaranza tells us, (a) (4) Hue | 
this Canon was never received by Epiftola 123 lib. r — 1 
the Church of Rome, and quotes an Cai. 4 Concil. Cenſtam, pg 20. 
Epiſtle of Gregory the Great to prove it. But how far this 

will anſwer the Objection, I refer unto the Reader, when no 
Canons of any Council were more generally received by the 
Catholick Church, than theſe of the Council of Conſtantinople,” 

in all Ages fince they were made. And we find that Gre- * 

gory the Great was fo far from aſſuming the Title of Univer- 

al Biſhop, that he gives it all the hard Language that an 

ill Name can deſerve, (5) and poſitively averrs, That none (5) Grup: 
of his Predeceſſors; nay, no godly Man whatſoever, did e- oo TS < 
ver uſe or claim that Title before the Patriarch of Conſtanti- Es 35 NS, 
ple, againſt whom he wrote ſo vehemently about i. 33% Dum: 


XIII. And Laftly, If from Africa we come home co 
our own Country, we ſhall find the Britiſh Church (with 
whom that of Irelaad was in a ſtrict Communion) to have 
been in thoſe early Ages a perſect Stranger to that Power, 
which the Pope hath fince ulurp d over the Chriſtian Church. | 
For if we do believe that St. Parriet had his Education in 
the Abby of Glaſſenbury in Britain (as it is generally aſſert. 
ed of him) we have ſufficient Reaſon to conclude thence, © _* 
that the Religion which he planted, and the Rates and Di, * 
cipline which he eſtabliſſi d in Ireland, were exactly the ſame. 
in all Particulars with the Church of Great-Britain, wherein 
he was inſtructed. For this is confirm'd fully by the Synod. 
held at Caſſel in the Fiſch Century, where they ordain d, 
(c) That the Church oflreiland ſhall uſe ) Omnia Divina ad inftar ſacroſindæ 
the ſame Liturgy, Order, and Diſci- cler, juxta quod Anglicans Ecclehia 
pline, that was vbſerv'd in the C FFF 
ot Great-Britain; but more eſpecially expug Lib. f. Cap. 34. | 
by che great Conformity and Agreement which was between 
che Britains and the Scott, or Iriſh, when the Saxons firſt be- 
gan to embrace Chriſtianity, For when Auguſtin the Monk 
came over into Exgland to 3 the Goſpel to the _— 
ITY E 2 y 
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by direction from the Pope, and. began to introduce there- 


with the Pope's Authority, and many other Innovations not 
known to the Britiſh Church, he was ſtifly oppos'd in theſe 
Things by the Scots or Iriſh, as well as Brittons, even to an 
open Denial of joyning in Communion with him. The Bri- 
tiſh Clergy, with Dinott the Abbot of Bangor, did abſolutely 
diſown his Juriſdiction, and declared before them all, That 
the Arch-Biſhop of -Caerlcon upon the River Tk, was un- 
der Chriſt their Supreme Governour in all Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters; inſomuch that Venerable Bede, in his Hiſtory of 
cih Septem Brittonum Epiſcopi & plures choſe Times, doth aſſure us, (a) Thar 


viri doaifſimi mazime de nobiliſſimo eo- Seven Biſhops and a great many very 
rom Monafterio, quod yocatur lingua An- 


glorum Baxcornabury, cui Diaet Abbas learned Men from the Noble Monaſte- 
efuiſſe narcatur. IIli nibil bozum ſe ry of Banger, over which Dinott Was 
Ss, Bs fil. Lb. then Abbot, they publickly declared, 


4 Cap. 2. Ann Dom. 596. chat they would not do any of thoſe 


things which he (viz. Auſtin.) requir'd of them, as pertain- 
ing to Religion, nor would they receive him as Arch-Bi- 
ſhop, although he was immediately veſted with the Pope's 


Authority as his Legate allo. But as Giraldus Cambrevfis 


(5) Tam ipſum (viz, Auguftinum mona- oblerverth () farther, They deſpiſed 
chum) quam <jus dtacuca ſtatum ers him and his Statutes, and ſtreightway 
— 4 — G teturned home, looking upon him as 
Cambren/. — iz, Lib. 2. Cap. 1. a Perſon that had no Authority among 

them; which was as great an Evidence as could be given. 
That although the Church of Great-Britain was very Antient, 
as being very Early in the open Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and ſo eminently converſant with other Churches a- 
broad, that we find the Biſhops of it to have been preſent, 
and to have Subſcrib'd the Canons at ſeveral Councils: 
Vet they never did believe that any Subjection was due from 
them to the Biſhop of Rome, or that they were oblig' d un- 
der Penalty of Damnation to ſubmit to his Authority as 
Univerſal Paſtor of the Chriſtian Church; ſince otherwiſe it were 
impoſſible, that they ſhould ſo abſolutely reſiſt hisPower, and 
deſpile thoſe Statutes which he ordain'd to govern them. 


S XIV, 
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- F XIV. Nor were the Brittons the only Men that thus 
© I opcaly aſſerted their Antient Rights and Liberties, and de- 
© ny'd Submiſſion to the Pope, or this Auſtin the Monk that 
n was his Legate. But the Scotts and 7riſþ alſo (who were then 
the ſame People, and of the ſame Religion with the Britton) 
y chey appeared at that Time as ſtiff and reſolute in the ſame 
tc Aſſertions. Thus Colomas at firſt Biſhop of Landesſern, and 
- WW afterward Arch-Biſhop of Tork, but born and bred in 7reland, 
did firmly aſſert the Tradition about Eaſter, in the Synod 
f that was held at Streanſbell, Anno Dom. 664. before Oſw# 
ir King of Northumberland and Alfrid his Son, and declared 


y WM openly, (4) that the Religion and 0% Paſchs hoe quod * Gileo 118 


the Cuſtoms which he obſerved in the zoribus meis accepi, qui me bue Epilcopums . 

s Chucch (though different in many miſerunt, quod omass Patres ooſtri, virt 
1, W Particulars from choſe of the Church * 20 en fait. is yon _ 

lc WY of Rome, introduc'd by Auguſtin and his 

-& Companions) were obſcrv'd by all his Fore-Fathers, Men : 

i- beloved of God, as particularly Columtille who was mani- ö 5 
s feſtly inſpired with the Holy Ghoſt, and who celebrated a 5 
r Eaſter as he did, according to the Cuſtom of the Greet Church 

d and nor of the Latin; and therefore it was not by any Man 

yi to be rejected or deſpis d. And when Wilfride of the other 

is Party objected the Pope's Authority in the Caſe that he had 

g determined otherwiſe, and that he was the Succeſfor of St. 

b. Peter, to whom our Saviour had committed the Keys of the 


Kingdom of Heaven; and Oſwi (being thereby frightned in- 

7 5 1 to * Pope) did embrace thoſe Doctrines, 

which Wilfride had delivered. Cole - A 

manus thereupon (5) ſeeing his DoQ- Born oo mn 7s ge ow = 
tine and his Sect deſpiſed, quitted his bisquiſeſequi voluerunt, inScotiam regreiius | 
m Arch - Biſhoprick, and taking as many $6 nn 


1 with him as wete of his Opinion (and 
* would not ſubmit to the Pope's Authority, nor receive thoſe 
0 Innovations that were obtruded on them by it,) he returned 


d again back into re/and, which was then called Scotza Major. 
And when King Oſwi hereupon gave his Arch-Biſhoprick to 
„ | Wilfride 


| ne ab Epiſcopis Scotis, vel ab iis 
quor $a 2 Conſccrationem 


Pontif. Ang]. Lib. 3. 


deſpiſe. For as t 


(5) Sed cognoſcentes Byittones, Srottos, 
meliores putavimus, Scertos vero per Dags- 
aum Epiſcopum in hanc Inſalam, & Co- 

 dumbanum A in Gallas venientem, 
nikil diſcrepare a Brittonibus in eorum 

Converſatione didicimus, nam Daganus K- 

piſcopus ad nos veniens non ſolum Cibum 

nobiſcum, ſed nec in eodem Hoſpitio quo 
veſcebamur ſomere voluit. Bed. Hiſt. Lib. 

2. Cap. 4. 


fuſe to eat in our 


uſciperet, quorum Commuaionem Sedes 
— 12 Malmesbur, de Geſt. 


were; which is a plain Demonſtration, that the Antient Iriſh 
as well as the Brittons were ſo far from acknow!| 
Pope's Supremacy, or that he or his Legates had any 
ner of Juriſdiction over them, that they abſolutely rejected 
him, and all his People as Innovators and Intruders, and 
would not Communicate with any that adhered unto him. 
And if then this Doctrine of his Supream Authority and Ui. 
verſal Biſhoprick over all Chriſtians had been an Article of 
Faith (as it is now aſſerted) then all the Antient 7ri6 muſt 
be Damn d, and even Columtille, and Colemanus, and St. Pa- 
triaꝭ himſelf (for ought that can be found in his Life to the 
contrary) and many other reputed Saints, to whom the Peo- 


[30 ] 


wks $2 7 Wilfride, Malmesbury tells us, (a) That 
(+) Sed perftitit ille (ir Wilfridst) ne alfride did refuſe to accept it, leaſt 
he ſhould be forc'd to receive his Con- 


ſecration from” the Scotts or Iriſh, or 
thoſe Men whom the Scotts or Iriſh 
had ordain'd, whoſe Communion the 


Apoſtolick See (or Church of Rome) did then altogether 
ſame Hiſtorian doth inform us, there was 
not at that Time a ſufficient Number of Biſhops in England 
to Conſecrate a Biſhop Canonically, except they would em- 
ploy the Brittons or the Scotts (or Iriſh) who would not join 
in the Communion with them: For in this Caſe no Love was 
loft on either fide, as doth appear by the Epiſtle of Lawren- 
tius th2 Pope's Legate in 


England, Anno Domini, 598. 
(5) wherein he complains to his Maſt- 
er, That being acquainted with the 
Brittons, he thought the Scotts (or Iriſh) 
had been better Chriſtians, untill by 
the coming of BiſhopDaganus into Eng- 
land, and Columba the Abbot into 
France, he found there was no diffe- 
cc in their Converſation. For Bi- 


ſhop Dagauus (ſays he) coming among us, did not only re- 


pany, but even in the Inn wherein we 


edging the 
man- 


ple 
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ple pray and offer their Devotion, they 


were all ſuch Bere 


gicks as we now are, and equally in a Schiſm with us from 
the Church ef Rome. Since nothing can be plainer than that 
this Doctrine of the Pope's Supteam Power over the Ver- 
fal Church, and his abſolute Juriſdiction in all Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs, is a perfect Novelty in theſe our Iſlands, neither 
known to, nor believed by the Scotrs (or /riſÞ) as well as 
Brittons in former Ages; and that before the Time of Gil. 


bertus, (a) (which was about the lat- 


ter end of the Eleventh Century) the 


Pope or Biſhop of Rome never ſent a 


Legate into Feland, to exerciſe any 


Spiritual Juriſdiction there: Neither 
did any of the Arch-Biſhops there re- 
ccive their Palls from the Pope or Biſh- 
op of Rome (as it was practis d in Eng- 
land and other Places, that ſubmitted 


to his Power) until the Year 1151. (0 


- when Jobs Paparo the Pope's Legate 
brought over Four Palls into Ireland : 
Inſomuch that Geraldus Cambrenſis and 
ſome other Hiſtorians of that Religion 
tell us, (c That Gelaſus (who lived 


ties of his Church by receiving the Pall 
from Rome) was the Firſt Primate or 
Arch-Biſhop of Ardmagh, and that all 
others, who were there before him, 


XV. So that according to this Principle, for about Six 


were only complemented with that Title in reſpect to St, 
Patrick as the Apoſtle of that Nation, 3 


(4) Quem aiunt primi functum Lega 
tione Sedis Apoſtolicæ per Univerſam Hi: 
berniam. Bernard. in vita Malachia. 


Amn D. 1175. Pruvies Cardinal of St. 
Stephen's came as Legate from Pope Alex- 
ander into Jrelgnd, and is the Firlt of the- 
fort mentioned by Camden in bis Annals 


(5) Anno. Dom, 1151.” Paps Eugenias 
quatuor Pallia per Legatum — Fohannem: 
Papirum tranſmifit in Hiberniam, quo nun- 
quam antes Pallium delatum fuerat, An- 
nal. Cænobii Mctreſ. & Baron, Anno 1131; 

| -4 


(e) Hic iz. G mus Archi ' 
bs — 1 — Pallio — 


at that Time, and betray d the Liber- <p" 


Alii vero ante ipſum ſolo nomine Archie. 
piſcopi & Primati vocabantur ob Revereu- 
tian & Honorem St. Patricii tanquam A- 
* illius Gentis. Annal. Hiber. Pembrig,. 
Cambaen, Anno 1174 pig. 130. 


* 


* 


Hundred Years, viz. ſrom the Time of St. Patrict to Gelaſus, 
there was no Church in Ireland, but all the People were in a 
State of Damnation, as not being Subject to the Pope or 


Biſhop of Rome, as Univerſal Paſtor of 


N 


the Catbelick church. 
t 


— 


* 
— 


hi 


And if this be otherwiſe, and thoſe Men might be Saved that 
lived in thoſe Days, why may not the ſame Advantage be 
allowed to all thoſe Chriſtians, that are of the ſame Opinion 
now ? Or why is it not as Rational for thoſe Men, that are 
impos'd on in theſe Latter Ages, to quit ſo groundleſs and ſo 
abſurd a Doctrine, and to believe as the Firſt Chriſtians in 
theſe Iſlands did, although their immediate Fathers were 
miſtaken in their Principles, and bred them up in Errors that 
were too generally entertain'd ; as it was for the Firſt Papiſts, 
here to quit the Doctrine of their Fathers (who ſo long did 
aſſert the Truth and maintain their Chriſtian Liberty) and 
to ſubmit poorly to ſuch an Uſurpation, as hath tytannical- 
ly enſlaved them and their whole Poſterity. 


EF XVI. To conclude this Particular therefore, the Coun- 
cil of Conſtans did decree, That all General Councils do re- 
preſent the Catholict Church Militant, and that all Perſons 
whatſoever, and even the Pope himſelf is Subject to their 

", Authority. And purſuant to this Decree, they cited Pope 
(«) Concil. John the 23d to appear before them; (a) and he refuſing to 
. obey their Summons, they declared him Contumacious, and 
42. ſo depos d him. And then they choſe Martin the Fifth to be 
his Succeſſor, and cſtabliſh'd him in the Popedom. Anno Dom. 
1414. Soon after this (viz.) Anno Dom. 1431, we find ano- 

ther Council held at Bal, wherein all the Decrees of the 

Council at Conſtans were Confirm d, and Pope Eugenius the 

Fourth was Depriv'd for his Contumacy, in not appearing, 

and anſwering Articles before them, and Felix the Fifth was 

choſen by them, and appointed ro ſucceed him. And in 

G) Erlicer has fine they expreſly did aver, (5) That although theſe Truths 
ets Veriates were Matters of Faith before, as it manifeſtly doth appear by 
Cabelice ſatis many preceding Declarations ; yet for the greater Confirma- 


couſtat ex : 
ribus Declarationibus precedentibus, ad majorem tamen Soliditatem veritatum ipſirum hs 


Sancta Synodus definit & Declarat. Primo, me ver ĩtas de Poteſtate Concilii Generali 
Papam, eſt — ue reg Pkg _ Quod Cope — Generale fine ejus 2 
u nullatenus p a vere. » Quod, veritati pertinaciter repugnans eft 

cenſendus Heretiens, Ibid, ScB, 33. Anno Dom. 1439, : 


tion 


31 

tion of them, they did poſitively define them ſo, and that 
whoſoever doth pertinaciouſly oppoſe them, he is an Heretict. 

I know that the ſame Anſwer is given to both theſe Coun- 
cils, that before is offered to every thing that is determin'd 
by any Council in Derrogation'to this Authority, thus claim'd 
by the Pope, wiz. That the Pope did never conſent unto it, 
nor confirm'd it; and therefore it is no Decree of Authen- 

tick Validity, to be received or believed by the Catholick 
Church; as if choſe Definitions only, chat ſupport the Pow- 

er and Intereſt of the Pope, were the Acts of the Church, 

and in all other Particulars that ſeem to thwart him, a Ge- 

neral Council is but a pack of Tatling Goſſips : (a) But to be (e) Ludovia 
ſhort, either this Supreme Power and Authority of the Pope He cis 
was Matter of Faith at that Time, or it was not fo : If it Dei, Lib. 20. 
was Matter of Faith then, it is plain, that Martin the Fifth, Cap: 25. 


being then Pope, did ratify and confirm thoſe Decrees, 


(4). and give them as great a Sancti- . 


eh Martinus | ixi in; 
on and as much Authority as the De- Poets n gg en 


ctees of a General Council could re- in Materiis Fidei per preſens Conciliuna 


N TIE conciliariter tenere & inviolabiliter obſer- 
ceive from the Pope. But if it was coeur. Ipſoq; fic conciliariter facta 


not Matter of Faith then, how comes approbat & ratificat, & non aliter nec alio 


it to be ſo now > Can the Articles of ede. Concil. Conſtentiens, Sell. 45. 
the Chriſtian Faith be chang'd ? If this SOS Me enen 
be ſo, it is no wonder then that Religion in our Age do 


ſo much differ from that of the Primitive Chriſtians ; or that 
(as St. Paul tells the Galatians) (c) Men may be fallen away (ey Guia. 1: 


from the Faith ef Chriſt unto another Goſpel. If you ſay v. 6. 
that this Doctrine is no Matter of Faith, but a Theological 
Conclufion only, then no Man is an Feretick that doth not 
believe it, nor is the Denial of the Pope's Suptemacy a Sin, 


that doth juſtly expoſe a Man to an Auatbema. Bur we are 
in this Caſe as good Chriſtians,' and in as fair a State of 


Salvation, who do not pay Obedience to the Pope or Biſhop 


of Rome, as thoſe that are his Slaves and ſubjected to his Ty- 


tanny, and do pian their Faith and their Etetnal Salvation up- 


= 
* 
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on his Sleeve or his ipſe dixit. But the leaſt that can be 
CUT Y F | grantcd 
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granted in this Caſe (whether theſe Determinations of this 

Council be receiv'd or no) is this, That all the Patriarchs 

and Biſhops, and other Learned Men that were there Aſ- 
ſembl'd, did give their own Opinions in this great Diſpute, 

and conſequently then that the oppoſite Article was not U- 
niverſally receiv d at that Time, when ſo many Great, Holy, 

and Learned Men were of the contrary Opinion. And yet 

(s) vid. ca. we are aſſured by all the Hiſtories, (a) That there were Four 
es. 0. Patriarchs, Twenty-nine Cardinals, Three Hundred and 
cil. Conſtanti Forty-ſix Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, and Five Hundred and 
ens, Sixty-four Abbots and Doctors in that Great Council at 
Conſtance, and that, beſides the Emperor and a vaſt number 
of Secular Princes : So that we mult conclude, That this 
Doctrine is a Novelty that hath been lately obtruded on 
the Chriſtian World, having its Original in the Council of 


tz) Item Definimus Sancta m Apoſtolicam 
Sedem & Romanum Pontificem in Univer- 
ſam Orbem tenere Primatum, & ipſum 
Pontrficem Romanum Succefſorem eſſe beati 
Petri Principis Apoſtotorum , & verum 
Chriſti Vicarium, totiuſq; Ecclefiz caput, 
& omnium Chriſftianorum Patrem & Do- 
Qorem exiſtete, & ipſi in teato Petro pa- 
ſcendi, regendi. & gubernandi Univerſalem 
Eccleſm a Domino noſtro Jeſu Chriſto 
plenam poteſtatem eſſe traditam, &c. Dat. 
Florent ia, Anno Dom, 1436. Caranz. Con. 
Flor, 


Florence, held in the Fifteenth Centu- 
ry, 46) where the Pope that was de- 
pos d at Bajil aſſembłd ſome few of 
his Creatures that adhered unto him, 
and with the Aſſiſtance ofche poor Pa- 
triarch of Conſtantinople, and ſome of 
the Greek Biſhops that fled unto him 
for Succour and Relief, againſt the 
Turks, who had invaded and over-run 
the Grecian Empire, he there Decreed 


whatſoever he thought convenient for himſelf. And it is 
not to be admired, that they did gratify that Pope to the 
utmoſt of their Power, and aſſert that for Chriſtian Doctrine 
in his Vindication againſt his Enemies, which no former 
Council did ever acknowledge, nor the Catholick Church at 
any Time believe; infomuch that we may truly ſay, that the 
Supremacy of the Pope is but an Infant of 278 Years old, 
never freely received into the Kingdom of England, but kept 
under Guardians as a Papill, while it reigned there, and in 
the ſpace of an Hundred Years it was ſent back again to/raly, 


as an Illegitimate Ulurper, 


* 
— 


$ XVII. As 
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XVII. As to the other Branch of this Doctrine con- 

cerning the 7nfallibility of the Pope, this cannot rationally 

be eſteem'd of greater Antiquity than rhe other; ſince no 

Man can believe that the Pope is Mallible in all his Decrees, 

and yet refuſe Submiſſion to his Orders; inſomuch that 1 

eſteem it a Demonſtration, that this was never receiv d as an 

Article of Faith in Great. Britain and Ireland, when Dinott 

with the Brittons, and Coleman with the 7ri/h reſus d thoſe | 
Statutes which the Pope ſent over to them, (a) and would (2) vid; 
not be concluded, in any Thing that was Ditputed ; by his $ XII. 
Derermination, though never to poſitive : And therefore 1 

ſay they could not poſſibly believe that he was /rfallzb/e, or 

look upon him as a Judge that was inſpir'd by God to deter- 
mine their Diſpures, and therefore that he could not Err in Y 
any Matter of Faith that he determin' d, when they openly 
refuſed to comply with him in ſo ſmall a Point as the Ce- 
lebration of Eaſter, and prefer d the Traditions of Columkille 

before the Definitions of che Biſhop of Rome. Alas! how 

filly was that Argument us'd by Cummianus at the Coun- 

cil, ro perſwade his Brethren by the Univerſal Agreement of 

all other Chriſtians ro comply with the Pope in this Parti- 

cular : If the Pope had been at that Time generally believ'd 

Irfallible, and all Men did immediately ſubmit to hisDecrees 2? 

or, why ſhould Pope Honorius the 1/7 uſe the ſame Argu- 

ment in his Epiſtle () to them upon CI AA 

the ſame Occaſion, to perſwade them crewis —— 1. 


not to eſteem themſelves ro be wiſer tiorem antiquis, five modernis, que per Or- 
bem terre erant, Chriſti Ecclefiis exiſtima- 


than all the World beſide, fo as to ce- ent, Neve coats P 
— Eaſter = 3 againſt Decien: Arete cats Grd Pon: 
the Practice and Synodical Decrees of um * K 
all the Biſhops in & World? If at the W r 
fame time his poſitive Declaration had been ſufficient to 

convince them; which it muſt needs have been if they had 

beliey'd the Pope Iafallille. To tell the Truth, I have not 

found any Man before Bellarmine that did poſitively aſſert 

this Doctrine, but even thoſe that ate zealous for the Tafalli- 

F 2 r 
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bility of the Church, yet vary among themſelves where and 


how to place it; ſome fix it ia the Pope alone, others in a | 


General Council, and a Third in both together, viz. a Gene- 
ral Council confirm'd by the Pope. Now!] as to the Firlt of 
theſe Opinions, the Council ar Baſil tell us in their Synodi- 
cal Epiſtle, that many Popes have erred, and Baronius him: 
ſelf confeſſes, that Pope Liberius was an Heretick, and the 
African Fathers in their Epiſtle to Pope Celeſtinus (which I 


(a) 9 X1. cited before) (a) do declare the contrary, viz. That the Pope 
00 Nig forte quiſquam eft qui credat, is but like another Man, and therefore 


Uatcuilibet poſſe 


Deum noſtrom ex animis Fallible; () and that it is Irrational 


inſpirare juſtitiam; & innumerabilibus to imagine, that God ſhould inſpire 
congregatis in Concilium Sacerdotibus de- 


Cen" Concil. Carthag. Epil. £arruw any one Man with the Spirit of Righte- 


ad Caleftin. . 


oulneſs, and deny it to many Bithops 
joyn'd together in a Council; which did occaſion that Un- 
anſwerable Remark made by Eraſmus on this Queſtion. That 
certainly the Catholick Church was never of an Opinion that 
the Pope was Iafallille, when they did ſtill apply themſelves 
unto General Councils for the Decifion of Controverted Arti- 
cles; which muſt have been ridiculous, or at leaſt unneceſſa- 
ry, if the Pope's Determination had been ſufficient, and all 
Men had believed his Iafallibility. As to the Second Opinion, 
That this Infalibility is lodg'd in a General Council; this is 
ſtrenuouſly deny'd by almoſt all the Papiſts : infomuch that 
(as I oblerv'd before) when any Canon or Decree againſt 
the Intereſt of the Court of Rowe is made by any Council 
whatſoever, they think it a ſufficient Anſwer to ir, that the 
Pope did not confirm it, and therefore it is Invalid, and to 
be Rejected: So that even in the Third Caſe, where the In- 
fallibility is fix d in both together, viz. a General Council con- 
firm'd by the Pope, It is there alſo evident, that the Pope 
mult be the Subject wherein it is inherent, ſince it is his De- 
termination that Ratifies the Decree of the Council, and 
makes it become 7rfalible, when it was not 1o before; and 
conſequently then, it is the Pope's Act that gives the Divine 
Stamp; and therefore if any Infallibility be in the Cale, b 

mu 
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muſt be lodg'd in him alone; ſo that place it as you will, if 
the Firſt Opinion be not true, the Third can be no truer : And 
ſince theb itſt doth appear plainly to be a Novelty, and noAr- 
ticle of the Chriſtian Faith, but a Miſtake of a little ſtanding, 
the whole Doctrine of Infallibility muſt ſink together with 
it, and thoſe that do not believe it may be very good Chri- 
ſtians: Fot it is farther plain from the Hiſtories of the Church, 
That Popes have not only contradicted, but cenſur'd one 
another as Heretical, (a) and ſome General Councils (and (a) Viz Mar? 
thoſe confirm'd by the Pope too) have expreſly Decroed , u, & g 
the contrary Poſitions, in reſpect of the Pope and Council, lll. 
ire (2) as each of them ſtood affected, and were byaſs'd by (4)Viz. Con? 
te- their Intereſt. And therefore we may well conclude, That dil. Conftenti- 
PS this Doctrine is as great a Novelty as the other; and altho . 8. verſe 
n- the Church from the beginning had a very great Veneration Concil. Fls- 
at for General Councils, as being the beſt Judges upon the Eartk 
at W co determine their Diſputes, and therefore ſubmitted freely 
es to their Decrees ; yet we never find their Infa/l;bility to have 
ti- W been pretended until theſe Later Ages, when no other Argu- 
a- ments could make their Aſſertions credible. For as long as 
ill W they were Fair and Candid, and did ſtick cloſely to the Holy 
n, W Scriptures and the Antient Rules and Doctrines of the Chriſti- 
is 2 Religion, their Decrees were recciv'd by all Men as car- 
at W rying their Evidence in View: But when they became Facti- 
ſt ous, and Pride, Secular Iutereſt, and Human Politicts began 
il to by aſs them in their Judgments, ſo as to impole New Do- 
* ctrines, and make New Articles of Faith, and decree New 
Rules and Precepts in Religion, Learned Men faw the Im- 
1 poſtures, and openly Diſputed them, and ſo their Derermi- 
1- nations would no more have been regarded in the Church, 

than the Verdict of a Pact d Fury is in the State, if they had 

8 not found out this Authority to give them Credit; and there- 


d fore they were oblig'd to. decree themſelves Infallible, or o- 
d therwiſe, if their Definitions had been examin d and try'd by 
e the Scriptures, they would generally have been rejected as 


it Ecroncous, and Inconſiſtant with the Principles of the Chriſti. 
au Religion. 1 Having 


| Ln - 

Having then ſo evidently ſhewn the Novelty, as well as 
the Untruth of theſe Eminent Doctrines of the Pope's Su- 
preme Power in the Church, and the /nfallibility of his De- 
crees there; which I have inſiſted on the longer, becauſe 
they are the Foundation of other Errors likewiſe, which are 
generally believed upon this ſingle Authority. Having there- 
fore (I ſay) cleared this great Point, That the Pope has no 
Authority over the Whole Church as the Vicar of Chriſt, 
or the Succeſſor of St. Peter, aud that no Doctrine in Reli- 
gion is therefore to be believ d as an Article of the Chriſtian 
Faith, meerly becauſe the Church has defined it (o, without 
any Evidence from the Holy Scriptures, I come now to 
examine thoſe other Doctrines that are likewiſe ſo Aſſerted and 
Defined, and to ſhew you in like manner, that they are not 
only Errors but Novelties, lately impos'd on the Church, and 
not believed in Former Ages. Of theſe the Doctrines of 
Tranſabſtantiation, and of Tating away, or Denying the Cup ante 
the Laiety in the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, do come 
in the Firſt Rank to be enquired after. 


XVIII. For the Variety of Abſurdities that attend 

the Doctrine of Tranſulſtant iation, I refer the Reader to the 

| ſeveral Treatiſes that are written particularly upon that 
e) rid. The Subject; (a) which do not only prove it plainly to be a- 

Tmpolubi®? gainſt Senſe and Reaſon, and the Holy Scriptures, but to 
fanciation de-· imply a Contradiction or Impoſſibility in it felf, ſo as not to 
N. nn be the Object of Almighty Power. But my Undertaking 
EY here is to ſhew the Novelty alone of this Opinion, and that 
it was not an Article believed by the Antient Fathers, but 

introduc'd and defin'd ſuch, by the Church of Rome in La- 
ef Con. ter Ages: And for this, the firſt Evidence that I will bring 
cilium non is the Learned Scotus, who for his ingenious Diſputations is 
Za Tun. commonly call d Doctor Subtilis : For he doth freely ac- 
Subftantiatio- knowledge, (5) That before the Council of Latera (which 
_ ** was in the Year 1215.) 7ranſubſtantiation was not an Arti- 
. Aan 257. cle of Faith. But herein Be/larmine ſays, that he was miſta- 


ken, 


[39] 
ken, becauſe he had not read the Council held at Rowe un? 
der Gregory the Seventh, Anno Dom. 1079, (which Caranza- 
likewiſe doth not take Notice of) nor another Council, 
which he allo mentions, held there before, under Nicholas the 
Second Anno Dom. 1060. in both which Berengarius was con- 
demn d for Hereſy, in relation to the Sacrament, and forc'd 
to recant his Error in ſuch Terms as were more Erroneous : 
But at the utmoſt it is not above 635 Years ſince this Ar- 
ticle was firſt determin'd by his own Confeſſion ; And if fÞ, 
* before that Time it was no Hereſy to believe it otherwiſe. 1 
IC know that he has quoted a great Number of the Fathers, 
0 whom he would perſwade us to believe of the ſame Opini- 
d on: But when any Man doth examine each Quotation ſtrict- 
t ly, and obſerve the Meaning of the Father by other like 
d Expreſſions, wherein he explains himſelf, he will clearly find 
f either that he ſays no more than the Church of ZExg/and hath 
0 aſſerted, wiz. That the Body and Blood of Chriſt are really 
0 and truly receiv'd by the Faithful in the Lord's Supper, or 
elſe that he ſpeaks perbolically in an holy Zeal and Rap- 
ture, and frequently in ſuch Expreſſions, ſo incongruous to 
the Chriſtian Faith, that the Church of Rowe her ſelf will 
. not ſtand by them in a direct and literal Interpretation; in- 
ſomuch that the Learned Dr. Whittaker in his Diſputation a- 
8 gainſt Dares upon this Subject, doth fairly promiſe, as Biſh- 
; op Juel did before, (a) that if his Ad- (o) Rom NT ERP | 
) can bring bur one Tellimony yi egg pam ets: aim on 
of SincercAntiquity, which proves That um ſufficiet. Cum huic a yobis nunquam 
the Bread in the Sacrament is Tran- Jn. g's — 2 — 1 oh . 
ſubſtantiated into the Body of Chriſt, verſ. Dureum. Lib. x. De Patribus alt. &  * 
he would yield the Cauſe ; which is 2 roclamatio. vit. Jugli, pag, 
not to be credited, that theſe Learned | | 
Men would have undertaken, if they had not well exa- 
mined all the Teſtimonies, that upon this Occaſion have 
been quoted by the Papiſts. And if we conſider farther, 
St. Auguſtine's Rule to interpret the Holy Scriptures, e- 
ſpecially in choſe Texts that do relate unto the Ge” ; 
or 


(a) Si flagitiom aut facinus videtur ju- 
bete, aut Utilitatem aut Beneficentiam ve- 
tari, ſigurata eſt. Niſi manducaveritis in- 
quit carnem Filii Hominis & Sanguinem 
bdiberitis, non habetis vitam in vobis. Fa- 

einus vel flagitium videtur jubere. Figura 

eſt ergo, præcipiens Paſſioni Domini eſle 
communicandum, & ſuaviter atq; utiliter 
recondendum in memoria, quod pro nobis 

Caro ejus crucifixa & vulnerata fit. Aug. 
de Doctrin. Chriſtian. Lib. 3. Cap. 16. 

Tom, 3. col. 53. . 


8 
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(a) For if any of them (ſays he) ſeems 
to command a Sin or wicked Action, 
or to forbid any Act of Charity or 
Goodneſs, that Text is Figurative : 
As for Example, our Saviour faith, 
Except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of 
Man, and drink his Blood, ye have no 
Life in you. Here he ſeems to enjoyn 
a Sin or Wicked Action, viz. the Eat- 
ing Man's Fleſh (which is a thing In- 


human and againſt our Nature; ) and therefore it is a Fi- 
gure, commanding us only ro communicate of the Paſſion 
of ourLord, and pleaſantly and uſeſully to remember always, 
that his Fleſh was wounded and crucify'd for us. And again, 


(5) We inftroxit poſtez duodecem & git, 
verba quz locutus ſum vobis Spiritus eſt & 
Vita. Spiritualiter intelligite, quod Jocu- 
tus ſum. Non hoc Corpus quod videtis 
manducaturi eſtis, & bibituri illum San- 
 guinem quem fuſuri ſunt, qui me crucifi- 
gent, Sacramentum aliquod vobis commen- 
dari, fpiritualiter intellectum vivificabit 
vos, & i neceſſe eſt illud viĩſibiliter celebra- 
xi, oportet tamen inviſibiliter intelligi. 
Idem. Ennar, in Pſalm 98. Tom. 8. col. 
4105. : 


in anorher place he tells us (4) in 
Explication of the ſame Text of Scrip- 
ture, That when the Fews were offend- 
ed at that Saying, it was becauſe they 
fooliſhly and carnally underſtood it 
in a literal Senſe : But our Saviour 
afrerward did inſtruct the Twelve, and 
ſaid unto them, Ile Words that I ſpeak 
unto you, they are Spirit and Life ; un- 


derſtand Spiritually what I have ſpoken, Tou ſhall not eat this 


Body that you ſee, nor drink that Blood which they ſhall ſpill 
that crucify me. I have recommended a certain Sacrament unto 


you, which being Spiritually underſtood ſhall enliven you: And 


although it be neceſſary that it ſhould viſibly be celebrated, yet it 
ought inviſibly to be underſtood : In both which Places he gives 
us the cleareſt Evidence, that he did not underſtand that Ex- 
preſſion of our Saviour in the ſame Senſe that the Papiſts now 
do, and that he did not believe that the Conſecrated Bread 
was thereby chang'd in Subſtance into the Body of Chriſt, 
or that the Subſtance of his Body was caten by the Receivers. 
But as I obſerved before, his Faith was the ſame herein with 


that of the Churches of Exgland and Ireland; nay, the very 


ay 


2 


ka 


ns Roman Mſall (although it was evidently altered ſince the Days 


n, ot Sc. Ambroſe, who plainly calls (a) 
or the Sacrament, Ihe Figure of Chriſt's 
e: Boy, at the very Conſecration of it, 
h, as Iertullian did before him; () yet 
of W contains an Expreſſion in the Prayer 
no of Conlecration, that doch manifeſtly 
-n WM ſhew the Compilers of ir not to believe 
ic- this Doctrine; ſince they deſire (c) 
n- MW Almighty God to bleſs that Bread and 
i- MW Wine (not in order to change its Na- 
n tucal Subſtance) but that it may be- 
s, come the Body and Blood of Chriſt 

n, MW unto choſe who faichfully receive it; 


(a) Fac nobis hanc Oblationem aſcriptam, 
rationabilem, acceptabilem quod eſt Figura 
Corporis & Sanguinis Domiai aoſri ſeſu 
Chriſti, Ambroſ de Sacrament, Lib, 4. cap. 
5- Arno 387. 


(6b) Acceptum Panem & diſtributum di 
cipulis Corpus ſuum fecit, hoc eſt Corply 


meum dicen 0, id eſt Figura corporis mei. 


Tertull. ad verſ. Marrion. Lib. 4. cap. 40. 
p. 733 Edit. &othcmag, 1662. | 


(c) Qram oblationem tu Deus in omnibus 
quæſumus ut benedictameœc. faceredigneri: 
ut nobis Corpus & Sanguis fiat dilectiſſim 
Filii tui, Cc. Canon Miſſæ in ptec. Quam 
oblationem. N 


in W which is exactly conformable to the Doctrine of the Church 
p. of England, and not the Faith that is now eſtablifh'd in the 
d. Church of Rome. It is therefore plainly manifeſt, That the 5 
yDocdiine of Tranſubſtantiation was not known nor believed 
it in the Days of Tertullian, St. Auguſtin, or St. Ambreſe, or 


þ W Qtors; and being found beneficial to ady 


even the Compilers of che preſent Maſs-Book; bur it was intro- 
d duc'd ia After- Ages firſt as the private Opinion of ſome Do- 


ance the Credit of the 


Clergy, it was (as ſhew'd before) impos'd upon the People in 
the Year 1215, or at the utmolt that Bellarmine can tiad, in 
ll theYcar 1060, and then ir was defined an Article of the Faith, 
and the Curie of an Anathema was decteed upon all thole that 


LAY 


do not believe it. 
s F XIX. And if this Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation be ſuch 


a Novelty, that Injurious and Unchriſtian Practice of Wich- 
holding the Cp or Wine from the Laity in the Sacrament 


cannot be imagin'd to be of longer Date, when there is no 
Pretence or Excuſe for doing ſo, but that they do believe the 


his Blood is drank whenever his Fleſh is caten: Which no 
Man can underſtand in che Senſe of our Saviour, (even it 


G 


* 

d 

: Whole Body of Chriſt is receiv'd in the Bread, and that ſo 
1 

[ 

| 


their 
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their Notion of Concomitance in the Sacrament be allow'd 

of) except Fating and Drinking be ſaid to be the ſame, and 

a Man can quench his Thirſt by cating Bread : So that in- 

ſtead of Receiving the Sacrament, according ro Chriſt's Ap. 
pointment, it is plain that the Laity do not receive at ail, For 

that Drinking as well as Eating is cxpreſly ordain'd in order 

(a) Febs VI. to Salvation. (a) But it is not my Buſmeſs to expole the 
* 33 Abſurdity, but only to ſhew the Novelty of this Practice 
in this place; and for this I need go no farther than the very 

Canon that did ordain it, which was made in the Council 

held at Conſtance in the Fiſteenth 4 N _ . is plainly 

t Oh: - aerrs AcknoWledg'd (5) by thoſe Fathers 

2e edel, zehn twee fb ez: That our Saviour Chriſt did inſlitute 


e ſpecie Pani & mi boc venerabile Sa- - | 
ee eee in Poona Eccles this Venerable Sacrament under both 


bujusmodi Sacramentum reciperetur a Fi- Kinds, viz. Bread and Wine ; and that 


delibus ſub vtrag; ſpecie, tamen bc conſue- in the Primitive Church it was ſo Re- 
rudo ad evitandum aliqua pericula & ſcan- 


dala eſt rationabiliter introducta, quod a ceiv'd by the Faithful: Yer notwith- 


| — — =_ dert, goon a _ ſtanding to avoid certain Dangers and 
tantummodo fu e Panis fuſcipiatur. . 
Item præcipimus ce pace Excommunice. Scandals, this Cuſtom was reaſonably 


rionis, qudd ele 7525 comerunicet Ow in, me thoſe who adminiſtred 
popolis ſub utrag; ſpecie mu. ſhould Receive the Sacrament in both 
5; 5 „ ee e Kinds; but the Laity ſhould Receive it 
| | only in one kind; viz. the Bread: Wherefore they did com- 
mand all Prieſts under the Penalty of Excommunication not 

to communicate the People under both kinds of Bread and 

Wine. If you would know farther the very precile Time, 

when this reaſonable Cuſtom, mention'd by the Council was 
introduc'd, Yaſquez will inform you that it was about the 
Time of Thomas Aquinas, who livd in the Thirteenth Cen- 

tury ; and that the contrary Practice was oblery'd ia [relayd 

in the foregoing Ages. I need no other Inſtance here to 
ce Cegizeſ. in prove, beſides the Miracle ſaid (c) to be done by St. Bridget 
_ — 9 juſt as ſhe was going to drink out of the Chalice: Wheretore 
—— n 1 will not produce any farther Teſtimony to prove the No- 
N velty of this Practice held and maintain'd in the Church of 
Renee, and che Obſervation of the comtrary all along to this 
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very Day in other Churches; fince all the Zatin Doctors do 


Univerfaily acknowledge it, and Allegations are unneceſſary 
to prove a Truth that is conſeſs d. 


F XX. The next particular Doctrine that I AF: =o to - 
ſhew the Novelty of, is that of Purgatory and [ndulgences, 
whoſe Rifle I plainly find in the Council of Florence, held in 
the Fifteenth Century, where it is expreſly derermin'd as a 
Dogma in Religion; (a) That if any 4% „ n 
Penicent Sinner dy'd in the Love of gesederint, ante quam dignis Penitentiz 
God, before he had made Satisfaction trodibus de Commiſſis farts ecerint & Omiſ- 
for all his Sins, as well of Omiſſion as * ne} _ ER — 
Commiſſion, his Soul was purg'd by deſſe his vivorum Fidelium ſuffragia miſe 
the Pains of Purgatory ; and that the —4 2 . 2 
good Deeds of the Living Faithful, Dom. 1436. Bren. Contin, a Spondamo, 
viz. the Sacrifice of the Maſs, Prayers Kano 1439 12. 
and Alms were very benòſiciil ro ſuch tormented Souls, in 
freeing them from thoſe bitrer Pains. This I fay is the firſt 
clear Account that I can find in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ot this 
Opinion; eſpecially as ir is now aſſerted, (3) with the Do- (0 Vid: 
ctrine of Indulgences that is founded on it, viz. That all the I 
Merits of the Saints are laid up in the Treaſure of the Church, ment. Quett. 
and at the abſolute Diſpoſal of the Pepe; ſo that he can apply Cad as 7s 
them to the Redemption of whom he pleaſes, and the Satil 3. 
faction of thoſe Sins that do require Purgation, For although 
there are many of the Antient Fathers quoted as Aſſertors of 
this Docttine; yer if we do obſerve their Expreſſion nicely, 
we ſhall find nothing to the Purpoſe ſaid by any of them; 
bur wherever they ſpeak directly of that Doctrine, they ei- 
ther do deny ir, or look upon ir as uncertain : Thar it was 
uſual with good Men in the Primitive Ages ro remember 
their dead Friends in their Publick Devotion, is not to be 
Diſputed ; but that they thought them therefore ro be in a 
State of Torment, or in ſuch a Place as Purgatory, is certain- 
ly as Falſe as the other is True. For in the firſt Place, the 
Souls, which they did thus remember, were of thoſe Men, 

G 2 1 whom 


: 


ne 
whom they reputed Saints, ſuch as they believed to be in 
Abrabam's Boſom; and ſo their Devotion on that Account 
was only Commemorative of their Happineſs, and the Eucha- 
riſt was adminiſtred as a Solemn Thankſgiving for God's 
Great Favour to them: Or at moſt, ſome of them believing 
that no Man was in a pcrfe State of Bliſs or Miſery until 
the Reſurrection of the Dead and Day of Judgment; they 
knew not. but that their Prayers in the Interim might be 
beneficial ro their Friends, and encreaſe thoſe Joys which 
God had prepared for them: And therefore they offered them 
in Charity, and in hope of being heard by God, fince they 
were no where forbidden by him to pray unto him upon ſuch 


(a) Poſt vitam iſtam paryam non ſtitim 
eris ubi Sant erunt, quibus dicetur, Venue 
Benedi#i, &c. Sed poteris jim ibi eſſe abi 
Lizarum vidit Dives ille ſuperbus a longe 
requieſcentem. la illa requie poſitus certe 
ſecurus expeRes Judicii diem, quando te- 
cipies & corpus, quando immuteris & An- 

> gelo æqueris. Auguſt. Zanar. in Pſalm. 3 6. 
* y Tom, c.281, | 


Occaſions, Thus St. Auguſtine tell us, (a) 
That as ſoon as Men ate dead, they 
do not go immediately into that King- 
dom where the Saints ſhall be after 
the Day of Judgment, but only into 
that Place where Lazarus was (called 
in the Goſpel Abraham's Boſom,) where 


in a State of Reſt (not of Pain) they ſecurely expect the 
Day of Judgment, when they ſhall again receive their Bo- 
dies, and be made equal to the Angels of God. And there- 
fore it was agreeable unto Chriſtian Charity to deſire that 
God's Favour to his Servants might be augmented, and that 
all that dy'd in him might obtain their moſt perfect Conſum- 
mation, ſince their Itreverſable State was not yer determin'd : 


_ quentia iſta redduntur. Aug uſt. Sermon, 
32. c. 406. Tom. 10. 


%. 


But to believe that any Souls were in a Third Place, called 
Purgatory, and jn a State of Torment there, from which they 
could be freed by the Merits of other 


(3) Non enim mortuis nova merita com- 
parantur, ſed eorum precedentibus conſe- 


Men, (I) theſe were Thoughts which 
were never entertain'd, and much leſs 
believed as a Matter of Faith, 


XXI. After Origen's Opinion, concerning the Salvati- 
on of the Devil, was cenſur d, this Queſtion did ariſe and 
was debated, viz, Whether any Souls that are now in Hell can 


poſibb 
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poſſibly be ſaved at the Day of Judgment“ ſince no Man's Caſe 
icems Irrev etſible until that Sentence is denounc'd againſt - 
him. Thoſe Chriſtians therefore that were very good-natur'd, _ 


ſeem'd to favour the kinder of theſe Opinions, and did ra- 
ther Hope than Believe, that where the Sins of Men were 
not extreamly great, the Prayers of the Faichful might pro- 
cure their Pardon : And to this Opinion St. Auguſtine ſeems 
inclin'd in many Paſlages in his Writings ; inſomuch that the 
Papiſts often call him the Patron of this their Doctrine. But 


it is plain to any Man (acquainted with his Works) that 
when he writcs directly upon that Subject, he propoles it as 


uncertain, and not to be rely'd on; and in his Anſwer to 
Dulcitius, who ask'd him expreſly, Whether any of thoſe that 
finned after Baptiſm, ſhall at any Time come out of Hell? He 


tells him plainly, (a) That Repentance is the only way un- (4) 
to Salvation, and where Men do build Hay and StubbleReipon 


27 8e 


(which he there expounds to be the Enjoyments of this g Ged. 1. 


World,) upon that excellent Foundation the Chriſtian Faith, Tom. 4. col. / 
they ſhall all be conſumed in the Fire of Perſecution; but the? 


Man ſhall be ſaved as holding faſt to Chriſt his ture Founda- 
tion, but ſo as by Fire; in that his Sufferings and Tribula- 
tions ſhall purge away all ſuch Droſs, and make him pure 
clean, and to fit for the Kingdom of Heaven. And therefore 
that the Fire and the Purification, or Purging by it, which St. 
Paul mentions 1 Cor. 3. v. 13 & 15, (6 


the Tribulations that Men ſuffer here. 4. col. 663. 
And it is not incredible (lays he) (c) 
that after this Life ſuch a thing may be 


Y Eft quidem Ignis tentatio Tribulati. 


It is accompliſp d in this prefent Life by on]. 45, de Quett. Dulcitii qu. 1. Tom. 


(c) Tale aliquid etiam poſt 'banc Vitum 
fieri incredibile non eſt, & utrum ita fir 


aiſo, and whether it be ſo or not, is a quzri poteſt. Ibidem & in Enchirid; ad 
Queſtion. Which he allo does aſſett a- rent, Cap. 69. Tom, 3, Col, 176. 


gain in the very ſame Words in hisBook. 


(4) Sed qui hoc credunt (ſc. Peceatorey 


unto Laurentius. Nay, farther aſſerts gijrurno non tamen zterno Igne punis 
there, (4) That whoſoever doth believe, & tamen Catholici ſunt, huwand quidzm 
that Sinners fhall be puniſh'd hereafter, GEN br alk alli videntur. Ibid, cagh 

in proportion to their Sins by any Laſting © © | | 


pus 1nquirit quod in hoe corpore compa- 
rare neglexetit. Ibid. DeCivitat. Dei. Lib. 
21, Cap. 24. ; 


(5) Omne enim quod jure hic conceſſum 
non fuerit, nec in futurum poterit conce- 
di. Hic enim ſieut dixit Dom iaus, aut li- 
gantur aut ſolruntur Peccara, in tuturo 
autem nihil aliud erit niſi Remuneratio 
aut Condemnatio. Ibtd, Queſt, ex utr, 
mixt. Tom. 4. col. 784. 


(c) Hzc profeto Apoſtolica falſa eſt ſen- 

teutia, fi tales (ſc. Peccatores) poſt quanta- 
det tempora liberati zegnum Dei poſſide- 
bunt. Et fi in regni Dei poſſeſfione nun- 
quam erunt, eterno ſupplicio tenebuntur, 
quoniam non eſt locus medius ubi non ſit 
in ſupplicio, qui illo non fuerit conſtitu- 
tus in regno. Ibid. de Civit. Dei. Lib. 21. 


Cap. 25. Tom. 5. col. 1311, 


(a) Fruſtra namq; homo poſt hoc cor- . 
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But not Eternal Fire, thoſe Men do ſcem to him to be 
deceiv'd by too much Will or Charity to their Neighbours, 


For it is in vain (ſays hc) (a) for any 
Man after this Body to ſeek for that 
which he neglected in the Boay: For what- 
ever is not of right granted in this World, 
cannot be granted in the other : (b) Since 
as our Saviour hath ſaid, AU Sins are 
Bound or Abſolv'd here, but in the World 
to come, there is nothing elſe but Reward 
and Condemnation : Becauſe otherwiſe 
(c) the Words of the Apoſtle mult be 
falſe, viz. That ſuch Perſons cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God, if af- 
ter any Time being freed from their 
Pains they could poſſeſs the Kingdom 
of Heaven. And if they ſhall never 
enter into the Kingdom of God, they 
muſt be held in Eternal Puniſhment ; 


ſince there is no Middle Place where a Man can be free from 
Puniſhment, who is not plac'd in that Kingdom. And to 
explain his Meaning herein more fully, he doth ingenuouſſy 


(4) Tertium locum (:. habitaculum 
mw m) penitus ignoramus, imo nec 


confeſs, (4) Thar he is altogether ig- 
norant of any Third Place beſide Hea- 


fe in Scripturis ſanctis 1nvenimus. Ibid. ven and Hell as a Receptacle for the 


. Pelag. Lib. 5. Tom. 7. col 1403. 


Dead; and his Realon for it is, Be- 


- cauſe no ſuch Thing can any where be found in the Holy 
Scriptures: So that although the Papiſts call St. Auguftine 
the Patron of this Doctrinc, yet ic is manifeſt that in his Time 
it was no Matter of Faich, as it is now Defined. But as a 

Man might then contiaue in the Cat holict Church, who be- 
ing decciv'd by his too great Charity, did believe this Do- 
ctrine: So he was eſteem'd by all as an Orthodox Chriſtian 
who being better inſttucted did not then believe it. : 


XXII. But ſome perhaps will object here, That although 
| 78 | this 
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this Doctrine might have been a Novelty, in reſpect of the 
Catholick Church, where it was nor receiv d ſo early; yet to 
the People of Ireland it appears to be a Primitive Doctrine in 
their Religion, being taught among thoſe. Principles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, wherein they were inſtructed at their firſt 
Converſion, For it is boldly aſſerted of St. Patrick, that he 
did not only believe Purgatory himſelf, but even wrought a 
Miracle to convince the World of its truth, and obtain'd by 
his Prayers a Paſlage from the Earth unto it, whereby the 
Crics of the Tormented Souls there mighr be plainly heard 
by all that would liſten to them; infomuch that the Place 
where this was done is very well knowa in the North Part of 
the Kingdom, and is ſtill called by the Name of St. Patrick's: 


Purgatory, 


To this I anſwer with that Reverend and Learned Prelate 
Dr. Fames Uſher, Lord Primate of Aradmagh, 1/t. That in the 
Ancient Hiſtories of St. Patrick's Life, written by Nemius and: 
Prebus, therc is not a Word ſpoken of any ſuch Place, or of 
ſuch Miracle wrought by him: And therefore it is to be ſuſ- 
peed a Trick of the Latter Ages to give Credit to a Do- 
ctrine that is ſo_ Beneficial ; ſince it is not probable that any 
thing ſo eminent cou'd have eſcaped their Notice, if there 
had been any Truth or Reality in it. 2d. That if there was 
really ſuch a Place in St. Patrick's Time, where the Cries 
and Howlings of Men were heard at his Deſire. Giraldus: 
Cambrenſis gives us another and more probable Occaſion for 


it, (a) viz. That when this Holy Man 
diſputed with a Rude and Incredulous 
People, concerning the Eternal Pains 
of the Reprobate in Hell, and the 
Everlaſting Life and Happineſs of the 
Saints in Heaven, to convince them 
of a Doctrine that was ſo unuſual and 
ſo unconceivable to thoſe Infidels, he 
obtain'd by his Prayers an admirable 


(a) De Infernalibus namq; reproborum 
penis, & de vera poſt mortem perpetuiqy 
eletorum vità vir ſ:nftus cam gente in- 
credula cùm diſputaſſet, ut tanta tam inuſi 
rata tam inopinabilis rerum novitas rudibus 
Infidelium anim is occultatà fide certiũs im- 
primiretur : efficaci orationum inſtantia- 
mag nim & admirabilem utriuſq; tei nott- 
tiam, duræq; cervicis populo pet utilem, e- 
ruit in terris obtinere, Giral/d. Cambrenſ. 
Topogr, Hiberniæ. Diſt. 2. Cap. 5, 


Demonſttation of chem both upon the Earth, in order to con- 
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vert that ſtiff. necked People: So that if this Miracle was 
wrought by Sr. Patrick in that Place, and any ſuch horrid 
Cries and Howlings were heard there; it was of the Torment- 
ed Souls in Hell and not in any other Place which is called 
Purgatory ; and ſo that Miracle (whatever it was) did not 


prove Purgatory as it is ſuggeſted, but that Eternity of Bliſs, 
or Miſery, which is the great Foundation of all Religion. 
And Laſtly, That it is very manifeſt from the Writings of 


(a) Tria fant ſub Omnipctenti Dei nutu 
habitacula. Primum, lmum, Medium. Quo- 
rum Summum Regnum cælorum, vel Reg- 
num Dei dicitur, Imum, Iafernum, Medium, 
Mundus Preſens appellatur. Quorum ex- 
trema in omnibus ſibi invicem ſunt con- 
traria, & nulla fibi Socictate cunjundta. 
Medium vero nonaullam habet ſimilitudi- 
nem ad extrema. Commixtio namq; Ma- 
lorum fimul & Bonorum in hec Mundo eft. 
In Regno autem Dei nulli Mali ſunt ſed 
omnes Boni. At in Iaferno nulli Boni ſunt 
ſed omnes Mali. Et uterq; locus ex Medio 
Suppletur. Hominum enim huj ns Mundi 
ali elevantur 2d Cælum, alii trahuntur ad 
Infernum, ſimiles quippe fimilibus jungun 
tur, id eſt boni bonis & mali malis, juſti 
homines juſtis Angelis, Tranſgreſſores ho- 
mines Tranſgrefſoribos Angelis, Servi Dei 
Deo, Servi Diaboli Diabolo. Benedict i vo- 
cantur ad Regnum fibi paratum ab origine 
Mund. Maleditti expelluntur in ignem æter · 
num qui paratur Diabolo & Angelis ejus. 
Patricius de ttibus habĩitaculis. MS. in Bibli- 
Stheca Regia. | 


— Loweſt is called Hell 


St. Patrick, (a) copy'd our of an An- 
tient Manuſcript in the King's Library, 
by that Learned Ptelate, That neither 
he nor his Diſciples had any Notion of 
this Doctrine; That the Souls of Men 
before they went to Heaven, were 
purg'd from their Sins by Temporal 
Puniſhments after Death in a certain 
Place provided for that purpoſe. But 
their Belief was this, That as ſoon as 
a Man dy d, he became either Happy 
or Miſerable, and did never aſter 
change that State into which his Death 
did immediately tranſlate him. For St. 
Patrick's Words are theſe, There are 
Three Habitations under the Power of 
Almighty God, the Firſt, the Loweſt, 
and the Middle: The Higheſt is called 
Heaven, or, The Kingdom of God, the 
and the Middle is nam'd This preſent 


mord. The Extreams of theſe are in all Things contrary to 
each other; but the Middle hath ſome ſimilitude with both 
the Extreams: For in this World there is a mixture of Good 
and Bad together; but in the Kingdom of Heaven there are 
none Bad bur all Good, and in Hell none Good but all Bad, 
and both of theſe Places are ſupply'd our of the Middle. For 
of the Men of this World, ſome arc exalted up to Heaven, 


others are drawn down to Hel; for Like are join'd to 2 
. Goo 
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Good to Good, and Bad to Bad; Juſt Men to-Juſt Angels, and 
Wicked Men to Wicked Angels ; the Servants of God to God, 
and the Servants of the Devi! to the Devil: The Bleſſed are 
called to the Kingdom prepar'd for them, from the Beginning 
of the World; and the-Curſed4 are driven into the Eternal 
Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels: Where he hath 
plainly aſſerted both the States of the Dead, as well Eternal 
Happineſs as Miſery ; and it is not to be imagin'd but that 
he would alſo have nam'd Purgatory as well as Heaven and 
Hell, if he had believ'd that there was ſuch a Place, or even 
a Third State after Death, wherein Souls were diſtinct from 
both the other. And purſuant unto this there is alſo a Ca- 
non made in one of the Antient /riſh a 


Synods, (a) declaring the State of ante Tribunal Chriſti, Qui refert ſua prout 
the Dead, after their Departue from geſſerit propria ; nec Arch-Angelus poteſt 


h ducere ad vitam uſq; damyudicaverit eam 
the Body That the Guardian Angel Dominus: nec Zabulus ad pænam traducere 


keeps the Soul until it is preſented, Or niſi Domi nus damusverit eam. Synod, Hib, 


ſtands before the 7 udgment- Sear of in veter. Cod, Canon. Titul. 66. 


Chriſt, who renders it its own, according as it hath done; 

neither can the Arch-Angel lead it unto Life, until the Lord 

hath judg'd it, nor the Devil tranſport it into Pain, except 

the Lord hath damn'd it: Where it is very manifeſt, that the 

Whole Church of /reland, that did conſtitute that Synod had 

then a perſect Notion of the State of the Dead, as it is Re- 

vealed in the Holy Scriptures. But for this DoCtrine of Pur- 

gatory ſet up in the Later Ages, it was not yet known, nor 
entertain'd among them, but all their Expreſſions on this E- 

minent Subject are contrary unto it, and inconſiſtent with it. Tee 


XXIII. Ir is not diſputed but that in thoſe Ages 
they pray'd for the Dead. But (as the Antient Fathers in 
other Places did) it was for thoſe whom they believ d to be 
in Heaven, and not in a State of Pain to be relieved by their 
Devotion. For thus as Peſſi domus tells us of St. Auguſtine, 
(a) That he ſlept with his Fathers, and we (ſays he) being (Hobdomi- 


vic in pa | 
cum patribus ſuis, & nobis coram poſitis pro ejus commendanda corporis depolitione, Sacri beth 


Deo oblatum eſt, & ſepultus eſt, Poſſidon. de vita Auguſt, Lom. 1, col. 881, 
H | plac'd 
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plac'd before him for the more commendable Depoſition of 
his Body. Sacrifice, (viz, the Euchariſt) was offered unto 
God, and he was Buricd : And yet no Man will ſay that St. 
Auguſtine went to Purgatory, or that he wanted the Prayers 
or Sacrifice of the Livihg to-bring him thence. But the Pa. 
piſts do believe rather that he had Merits to ſpare, whereby 
the Treaſury of the Church is ſtored to ſupply the want of 
Sinners on any Occaſion. And fo Columtilie is ſaid to have 
done, and to offer up the Euchariſt to God, when he ſaw 
the Soul of St. Brendan receiv'd by the Angels ; bur certainly 
this was not with any Thoughts of bringing him out of Pur- 
gatory. But (as I ſaid before) it was a Sacrifice of Praile, 
and thence called the Euchariſt, oftered up to God in Com- 
memoration of his Goodneſs to his Saints, and Congratula- 


tion of that Man's Happineſs, which all Men were aſlured 
that he did then enjoy. | 


S XXIV. And if the Doctrine of Purgatory be a Novel. 
ty, then that of Indulgences muſt appear a Fraud, lately dif- 
covered in the Court of Rome, rather to fill their own Purſes 
than to ſave other Mens Souls. Ar firſt they were no more 
but the Commutation of Penance. from a Corporal Puniſh- 
ment to a Fine, as it is ſtill too often practis d in the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts. For by the Antient Penitential Canons, very 

long and heavy Penances were: inflicted for Notorious Crimes. 

And in the Later Ages theſe Severities were ſometimes” te- 

mitted, or (as I obſcrv'd before) they were chang'd into 

Fines, which a Sinner wou'd rather pay, than to be expos'd 

to Pain and Scandal: And this was generally call'd an In- 

dulgence or a Favour, as being a Mitigation of the Severity 

that was enjoin'd by the Law. And fo the Court of Rome 

finding their Advantage by it, and perſwading the People, 

that the Performance of the Penance that was cnjoin'd did 
make a full Attonement for the Sins committed. The Con- 

ſequence muſt be, That the Fine (being a rcal Commutati- 

on of the Penance) when this was duly paid, the Crime 
| ; Was 
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was actually pardon'd. And having found out the Doctrine 


of Purgatory, wherein the Power of the Pope was abſolute, 
and the Merits in the Church's Treaſury fufficient to anfwer 
the Defects of thole that had not done their Duty; they de- 
clared that ſuch Iudulgences might be granted as well before 
as afrer the Sins were committed, and fo the whole Fraud 


was brought at laſt unto it's full Perfection. (a) Thus Pope ja) Polider? 
irgil. de in- 


N by vent. rerum., 
tended them to the Remiſſion of all Sins, and the Abatement Lib. 3, Cap. t. 


Boniface the VIII. about the Year 1300. was the fitſt that ex- 


of the Pains in Purgatory; and being found ſo very Beneficial to 
the Pope and thoſe about him, they have ever ſince been 
highly Encourag'd and Inhans'd in their Prices, until at laſt 
they did happily occaſion the Reformation. 


F XXV. As to the Doctrine of Seven Sacraments ; it was 


firſt defined and ſettled in the Council of Florence about the 


Ycar 1440. upon the Union or Reconciliation of the Jaco- 


bines and Armimians : For in the Lateran Council, held in the 


Year 1215. no other Sacraments were nam'd but Two,. 


viz, Baptiſm and the Euchariſt ; and St. Auguſtine tells us, 


(5) Thar in his Time there were but () p< craments Saloberrimi 


few Sacraments in theChri/fzan Church; conſtituta ſunt. Aug. de vera Relig. Tom. 
col. 712. Iterum de DoQrina Chriſtia- 
Lib. 3. cap. 9. Tom. 3. col. 56, 


nor indeed can any other be properly - 
call'd Sacraments according to the true 

Definition of thar Word ; ſince they are not inſtitured by 
Chriſt himſelf, nor do they tend to the Deſign for which 


Sacraments were ordain'd, viz. The communicating of God's - 


Grace and the Paſſion of our Saviour, by ſuch viſible Things 
as do truly Repreſent them. But the Word Murder in the 
Greek, being generally tranſlated Sacramentum in the Vulgar 
Latin ; wherever any Thing or Act is called a Myſtery in 
the Scripture, they immediately conclude from thence that 
it is a Sacrament. And the Reaton is, becauſe if it be fo, no 
Man can adminiſter it but a Prieſt; and conſequently it is 
entirely ſuhjected unto the Prieſtly Power. It is not howe- 
yer to be imagin d, that any ” theſe Conſtitutions taken _—_ 

2 ly 


(4) Quod Iafantes Baptiſmo fine Criſ- 
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ly in themſelves, are accounted Novelties in the Chriſtian 


Church, or that we Diſpute concerning them on any other 


Doctrine, but the calling of them Sacraments, and - by giving 
them a Name that is improper, that they leſſen thoſe Sacred 
Ordinances that Chriſt himſelf appointed. For it is undiſ- 
putable that all thoſe Seven Conſtitutions are of great Antiqui- 
ty; and according to their Primitive Uſe were very Servicea- 
ble in the Chriſtian Church. But if we nicely obſerve the 
preſent Practice of the Church of Rowe in cach particular, 
wich that heap of Ceremonies wherein choſe Holy Rites are 
entirely buried ; they will appear to be very different from 
thoſe of the Former Ages, and ſo a perfect Novelty as they 
are at this Day adminiſtred. 


F XXVI. For Firſt, in the Sacrament of Baptiſm, the 


| Criſme or Anointing the Perſon with Conſecrated Oyl, was 


unknown to the Antient Chriſtians, eſpecially ro St. Patrick 
and his Diſciples. For Landfranck Arch-Biſhop of Canterbu- 
ry, about the latter end of the Eleventh Century, in an E- 
piſtle to Tirlagb, then Chief King of Ireland, complain'd 
(a) (among other Irregularities in the 


Epiſt. ad Terdeluach, & Baren Annal. Ann. Children without Conſecrated Chriſme. 


1689. N. 16. 


(6) Vid. 
& XVIIL 


2dly, In the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, I ſhew'd before (5) how much the Doctrine of 7ran- 
ſubſtantiation was, and in conſequence that Idolatrous Wor- 
ſhiping of the Hoſt, whereby the Communion of the preſent 
Church of Rome is ſo offenſive unto all good Chriſtians : And 
that when it was firſt forbidden ro adminiſter Wire unto the 
Laicty, it was done with a Nox Olſtante to our Saviour's In- 
ſticution, and the Practice of the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtians, 34ly. In the Co/lation of Holy Orders, the Tonſure 
or Shaving of the Head, (Which is now eſteem'd an Eſſential 
Ceremony in it) was not only neglected, but abſolutely re- 


(c) ronſuram & Paſchz rationem prop- fus'd( c) by theBritifh and lriſb Churches 
ter timorem Patriæ ſuæ contempfit, Seth · as an Innovation ; inſomuch chat 


Eresbyt, in Vin W3frides gap. 18. 
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it is reckon'd as one of the Particular Novelties that Coleman 
would not ſubmit to, when he diſputed with Wilfride before 
King Oſwi, and (a) choſe rather to quit his Arch-Biſhoprick 


of Tork and return home with his Clergy into /relaxd, than XII. 


to be impos d on by the Power of the Pope againſt the Tra- 
dition of the Saints in /reland. As to Confirmation, it is really 
no more but a Ratification of the Chriſtian Covenant, where- 
in a Perſon, that is Baptiz'd in his Minority, doth. undertake 
in perſon before the Biſhop to py thoſe Promiſes, that 
were made in his behalf when he was Baptizd; and there- 
fore it cannot rationally be eſteem'd a Sacrament that is di- 
ſtinct from Baptilm, except you will make the Act of an At-- 
tourney and the Confirmation of it by the Principal, to be Two 
diſtin and independant Actions. 5thly,As to Extream Uucti- 
on, We know that it was ordain'd at firſt to apply the Gift 
of Healing; and that as our Saviour, (when he ſent his Diſ- 
ciples forth to preach the Goſpel). did give them Holy Oyl- 
to anoint the Sick, and cure them of their Diſeaſes : So his. 
Holy Apoſtles after him did follow his Example, and by gi- 
ving the like Oyl to the Presbyters of their Churches, they 
did therewith communicate that miraculous Gift of Healing; 
ſo that this Primitive and Apoſtolical Practice was in order 
to a Corporal and not a Spiritual Deſign, being to heal the 
Body, and not to purify the Soul. And therefore it might 
prudently be laid aſide when that Virtue was withdrawn, 
and a manifeſt Abuſe was introduc'd by it. For it is evident 
from the very. Words of St. James, (whereon they founded it) 
that the Salvation of the Perſon, and the Remiſſion of his. 
Sins are not attributed to the Unition. but the Prayers of the 


Faithful. (5) And the Prayer of Faith (lays he) ſhall ſave (B) Fames'P> 
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Reaſon can be given, why the Church of Rome do not anoint 

Men that are condemn'd to Dye, and are going to Execution ? 

For as to Prayer and Abſolution, and all other Things that 

may tend unto their Pardon, they are careful to perform 

them, without omitting any Circumſtance ; and if they did 

believe that this Extream Unction was uleſul to his Salvation, 

it would be Unchriſtian at any time to omit it; but the 

Prieſts know that it was ordain'd at firſt to another purpoſe, 

| and they will not be ſo Prophane as ſo directly to milapply 
@) SXXIIL. it. 6zhly. As to Penance, I have already ſhewn (a) how the 

| preſent Practice of the Church differs from that in former 
Ages, as well in the Deſign as the Performance of it: For the 

original Deſign of Penance was to try the Sincerity of a Man's 
Repentance, and by making thoſe Men Examples that were 
Notorious Sinners ; to make all others Senſible of the danger 

of Sin; and therefore they ſuited the Peunance to the Crime, 

and ſaw it duly perform'd with all the Marks of Penitence. 

But now the People are inform'd, that by doing the Penance 

that is enjoyn'd. by the Prieſt, they make a full Satis faction 

for the Sins committed; and whether they reſolve to Reform 

their Lives, or to continue in the ſame wicked Courſes, yer 

their Pardon is ſeal'd in doing the Penance, and they are as 

Innocent as when they were firſt Baptiz d: So that according 

to this Notion, duly improv'd by the Doctrine of Indulgences, 

none but the Poor and /ndigent can go to Hell; although our 

Fe PROG VESzviour tells us, (4) Thar their is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

: But before I quit this Subject, I muſt obſerve Bellarmine's 

common Practice, in applying the Scripture to all his Oc- 

caſions for it; and to prove this a Neceſſary Duty of our Sa- 

viour's Inſticution, he wreſts the Words of Chriſt from their 
general Signification, to enjoyn this Duty that was never in- 
te) Laſ xlli ended by him. His Words in the Original are, (c) is» wi. 

FF © paves, niſi reſipiſcatis, except ye Repent, ye ſhall all like- 
wiſe Periſh: And becauſe in the Vulgar Latin it is thus tran- 

ſlated N, P enitentiam agatis, to exprels more fully the Duty 
of Repentance, he ſtreightway doth infer from thence, Th | 

3 | without 


N 
without doing Penance all Men muſt be damn d, and chat 
this Sacrament therefore was enjoin'd by our Saviour. And 
this appears (in the laſt Place) to be the chief, if not the on- 
ly Reaſon why Marriage alſo is eſteem'd a Sacrament; be:. 
cauſe St. Paul doth call it (a) Moc dee Mi, a great Myſtery, (a) Epheſ.V; 
which the Vulgar Latin tranſlates Magnum Sacramentum, av. 32 
Great Sacrament ; whereas no more is there intended by 
the Apoſtle, bur that this Expreſſion of Moſes, ( (and they d) cm. I; 
Two ſhall be one Fleſh) did explain the Union of Chriſt and v. *%% 
his Church ; That they ſhould be incorporated into one Bo- 7s 
dy, as a Man and his Wife do become one Perſon, in reſpe&t 
of all their Intereſts and Concerns whatſoever : Whereas if 
Matrimony be a Sacrament of the New Teſtament, as it is aſſert- („ 6, 
ed in the Council at Florence. (c) Then none were truly Flex. Self. . 
Marry'd before the Birth of our Saviour, and Chriſt was e-25: 3591 A 
vidently miſtaken when he tells us, (4) That in the Days of (7 Mathew 
Noah they were Marrying and Giving in Marriage: XXIV. z. 38. 


* 


XXVII. But if Matrimony be a Sacrament, and as ſuch 

doth communicate the Grace of God, Why ſhould any Per- 
fon then be debar'd from it? or, How comes it to degene- 
rate into a Mortal Sin, if any Clergy-man be a partaker of 
it ? St. Paul ditects Timothy (e) in conferring Holy Orders (e r Tim? 
on ſuch Men, That a Biſhop ſhould be the Husband of one III. v. 2 & a 
Wife, and likewiſe ſo muſt a Deacon. That he himſelf (he 
tells (f) us in another place) had Power to lead about a Si- ( ic. 
ſter or a Wife as well as the Brethren of the Lord and St. Pe- v. 5 
ter, who were all Marry'd Men. And St. Patrick confeſſes 
(t) of himſelf that he was the Son of () Patrem habui Calphornium Disco- 

a Deacon, and the Grand- ſon of a ow. 9 Potiti Preabyteri⸗ 
Prieſt ; and it was ſo uſual in thole | 
Days for che Sons of Clergy-Men to ſucceed their Fathers 
in Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, that Gira/dus then complain d. 


(Y That they were not preferred by E- (+) sueceſſione & poſt Patres Filii Reels: 


lection, but by Way of Iaheritance. In ſias obtinent, non eſective ſed hereditate 
i | : oſſidentes. Giraſd. Cambr. Deſcript, C 
ſhort, if we do examine the Hiſtories I z.. 


of 


1 
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of that Age, we ſhall find that the Marriage of the Clergy 
was not ſo much as diſcountenanc'd in theſe Kingdoms, un- 
til Dunſtan, (who had been Abbot of Glsſſexbury) was in the 
Tenth Century promoted to the See of Canterbury; for he is 
(Huabasbar. laid (a) to have turn d out the Marry'd Prieſts, and brought 
* Antiq.Bris. Monts into the Chapter of that Cathedral. But afterward 
upon the Death of King Edgar, (who was his Patron) the 
Queen expell'd the Monks, and reſtor'd the marry'd Prieſts 
uato. their former Places p So or is to be ei 35 
1% Decretal Decretal. Glelſary on the Decretals hath obſerv d 
bs Genes — 24 Catit Cler, (4) That it ſhould be ſo great a Sin 
& Mulier. | for a Clergy-Man to Marry in theſe 
our later Ages, that the Pope himſelf cannot diſpenſe with 
him in doing it, dut he is immediately depriv'd of all his 
Livings ; when at the ſame Time his keeping an unmarry'd 
Concubine is hardly judg'd a Sia, except it be fo notorious 
as to occaſion Sc 


*. 


XVIII. If from the Articles of Faith we proceed to 

the Devotion, and obſerve the Publick Worſhip of Almighty 

God, as it is now celebrated in the Church of Rome ; We ſhall 

find that the uſe of Images or Pictures in it, although by the 

way of Mediation only, is a very great Novelty, forbidden 

by the Law of God, and highly deteſted by the Antien: Fa- 

thers ; who conſtantly declaim'd againſt it as the Religion 

of the Heatbens, which they made it their Buſineſs in all 

things to reform. Thus the Council at Eliberis in Spain, 

(about the ſame time with the Council at Nice) did expteſſy 
— in 'Reclefs efſs non ©f92iD> (c) Thar no manner of Pic- 
Gebere, ne quod colitur, ait,adoratur in pa- ture onght to be in Churches, leaſt 
rietibus depingatur, Concil, Eliber. Can. that which is worſhip'd and ador'd 
OT Tae Py: be painted on the Walls : In com- 
plyance wherewith, St. Auguſtine alſo gives a Caution 
uato all Chriſtians, not to be drawn aſide by following 
ill Examples, even among thoſe that paſs'd for Righte- 
ous 
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ous Men. Fot have known ſome, (ſays 


he) (a) that were Adorers or Wor- 
ſhipers of Tombs and Pictures, who de- 
fend themſelves wirh irrational Super- 


(4) Novi multos eſſe Sepulcrorum & 
Picturarum Adoratores , qui irrationabi- 
li Superſtitione hec defendunt, Sed & il- 
la quam vana fint, quam nozia, quam $a- 
crilega alio volumine oftendere inſtitui. 
Avug«ft. de moribus Eccleſ. Cathel. Lib. 1, 


ſtition; but their Practice is vain, Cap. 34. Tom. . Col. 774. 
noxious, and Sacrilegious : And more particularly, in his 


Catalogue of Hereſies, he nameth (5) 
one Marcelina, who Worſhip'd the 
Images of our Saviour and St. Paul: 
For (ſays he in another place) (c) it 
is forbidden to Worſhip any Likeneſs 
of God in the Figments of Men; nor 
becauſe God hath no Image, ( for the 
Son is the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
as he explains it afcerward) but be- 


) SeQz ipſius fuiſſe traditur ſocia quz. 

dam Marcelina, quæ colebat Imagines Feſu 

8 To Ibidem. Hereſ, Catal. Tom. 6. 
20 14. 7 A 189 — . 141 


(e) Ubi prohibetur coli aliqua in Pigmen- 


tis hominum Dei Simlitudo; non quia non 


habet * Deus, ſed quia nulla [ma- 
go ejus coli debet, niſi illa que, hoc eſt quod 
ipſe, nec ipſa pro illo, ſed cum illo. Ibid. Ep. 
ad Fanuar. 119. Cap. 11. Tom. 2. col. 569. 


cauſe no Image of him ought ro be worſhip'd beſides that 
which is the ſame thing with himſelf; neither is that to be 
worſhip'd for him, but together with him. | 

Leet us conſider therefore, when this unaccountable Do- 
ctrine was firſt introduc'd, and to what a height of Prophane 
and Heatheniſh Idolatry it was advanc'd by the Decrees and 


Definitions of the Pope 


and his Abettors. The fitſt publick 


Account that we have thereof, was in the Second Council at 
Nice, about the latter end of the Eighth Century; where it 


is expteſly defined, (4) That Images 
were to be Worſhip d with all Care 
and Diligence, and eſpecially the I- 
mage of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
then of our Lady the Mother of God, 


of the Worſhipful Angels, and then of 


all the Saints; and although they did 
modeſtly declare, (e) that they did 


not pay that Worſhip to them, which 
the School-men call Latria, and is on- 


(4) Definimus cum omni Diligentia & 
Cura Venerandus, & Santas Imogines, 
maxime Imaginem Domini noſtri-jeſu 
Chrifti, deinde Dominz noſtre Deiparz, 
veuerandorum Angellorum, & omnium 
deinde Sanftorum virorum. il. Ni 


Defia, 2. Anno Dom. 780. 


(e) Illis Salutationem & honorat iam ad 
orationem exhibeant, non tamen ſecun- 
dum Fidem noſtram Latriam, quæ ſolum 
Divinæ Naturz competit. Ibid, 


ly due to God himſelf, but only an Inferior and Relative ſort 


of Worſhip. And although * the Council of Aries (which 


was 


Nice. 


* 
58 


was held ſoon after) the Weſtern Church in general, did op- 
poſe this Doctrine; yet the Church of Rome did afterwards 
embrace it, and her Doctors did ſo far advance it, in the 
Maxims of /dolatry, as would make a Chriſtian ſtarr to hear 
them. For Ibomas Aguinas, 2 ee E Thar dhe fans 

5 this Conclufion. (a) That the ſame 
L.. 1 Reverence ſnould be paid to the Image 
Cui ergo Chriftus adoretur adoratione of Chgiſt and Chriſt himſelf; and ſince 
— pee — — On then Chriſt ſhould be adored with the 
Sum. Part 3. Queſt. 25. Art. 3. Anas Worſhip of Latria. The conſequence is, 
that his Image is to be Worſhip'd with 
the Worſhip of Latria, and this notwithſtanding that (as I 
obſerved before) the Niceas Fathers had declared, that That 

ſort of Worſhip is only due to God himſelf. But after this in 

the Fifreenth Century, in a Provincial Council, held at Ox- 

ford, under Thomas Arundel, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and 

Legate of the Pope, the Manner and Form of this Worſhip is 

3 defined at large. () That from hence - 


(3) Sed ab omnibus deinceps doceatur 
communiter, ate, 8 Crucem & 
Imaginem Crucifixi cateraſq; Imagines 
SanQorum in ipſorum Memoriam & Ho- 
norem quos Figurant, ac ipſorum loca & 
reliquias, Proceſſionibus, Genuflecti 


oni- 
bus, Inclinationibus, Thurificationibus, 
Deoſculationibus, Oblationibus, Lumina- 
rum 3 Peregrinationibus, 
nec non aliis qui q; modis & formis 
quibus noſtris & Predeceſſorum noſtrot um 
mem poribus fiert conſuevit, venerari debere, 
& —.— Gs OY Dei Evan- 
gehiis & ſuper i ab ommbus quorum 

gitime fore preſtanda. Lynde- 
weed Provincial. Lib. 5, Tit. de Hexet. 


Cap. Nulluſquoq; 


forth it be commonly taught and 
preach'd by all, That the Croſs and the 
Image of the Crucifix, and the reſt of 
the Images of the Saints, in Memory 
and Honour of them whom they Re- 
preſented, as alſo their Places and Re- 
liques ought to be worſhip'd with Pro- 
ceſions, Bendings of the Knee, Bowings 
of the Body, Incenfings, Kiſſings, Oblati- 
ons, Lightuings of Candles, and Pil. 
grimages, together with all other Man- 
ners and Forms whatſoever, as hath 


been accuſtomed to 


be done in our own or our Predeceſlors 


Time, and alſo that Oaths be Legally taken upon them as 
well as the Holy Goſpels by all Perſons that are concern'd in 
Caſes expreſs'd in the Law, and us'd in both Courts, viz. 
Spiritual and Temporal. And if after all this any Man ſhall de- 
fend this Practice, and fay that it is Lawful, — 

$ 
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God's Commandments and the Chriſtian Religion, and ob» 
ſerved by our Predeceſiors in the Primitive Ages: I anſwer 
Firft, That St. Patrick and his Diſciples were of another O- 

inion. (a) And Secondly, That there is no ſuch Sin as Ide- (en Non 88. 

try in the World; but the Heathens are unjuſtly cenſur d jrendumells 
for it, if this be not Idalatry in the higheſt Meaſure of it; in liamfedCrea- 
that it is ſo far from the Doctrine which Chriſt and his A- nen. Syn.” 
poſtles caught, and the Chriſtian Church for many Ages be-23. _ 
lieved and obſerved, that it is a ſinful Practice of a very late 


ſanding, which no Man can juſtify, nor indeed Excuſe. 


XXIX. The next Novelty that I propoſed to ſhew in 
God's Worſhip, among the Papifts, is the Worſhip and Invo- 
cation of the Saints and Angels. This they found upon a Pa- 
rity of the Addreſſes that are made in the Courts of Princes, 
where Men do not preſume to go immediately to the King, 
but apply firſt to his Officers or Nobles, who preſent their 
Petitions for them. But as the Folly of this Doctrine doth 
appear in the yaſt diſproportion of Knowledge between God 
and Man, God's Readineſs to hcar all Men, and the uncer- 
rainty whether any Saint can either Hear or Underſtand them: 

So its Novelty is as manifeſt in the Declarations of the An- 
tient Fathers, who endcayoured for many Ages, as much as 
poſſible, to prevent it. For in the Fourth Century, the Coun- 
cil at Laodicea-made this Canon, ( 9 1 

— * on oportet Chriſtianos derelicta 
That Chriſtians ſhould not leave the Bega, dbire Spare broudten? 
Church of God, and invoke the An- des anch. Et Agelos Invocure 
gels in private Congregations ; ſince all & Congregationes facere, dur omnia in- 
ſuch things are forbidden. And there. n oute Quicung, autem fucrit ins 
— — be _ to give chews fir. 1 derelinquen Dow. 
bimſelf up to this private /dolatry, let um noftram Jeſum Chriltum Film Da 
him be accurſed : Becauſe Delerting — mgm Ay „ 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 4 | 
he 2 himſelf to Idols; ſhewing us plainly that this 


Practice was at that time ſo Scandalous, that it was manag d 

Privately, and in Corners only, and that it was then cenſu- 

12 red 
20 
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red by the Church as no leſs Crime, than worſhipping of Idols. 


(a) Ibi fiquidem ſunt Spiritus Defundo- 
rum, ubi non vident neq; audiunt quæ a- 
atur, aut eveniunt in iſla vita homini- 


. Auguſt. de Spirit. & Animà. Cap. 29. 
2 


Tom. 3. Col. 872. 

Non fir nobis Religio cultus hominum 
mortuorum : quia fi pie vixetunt, non fic 
habentur, ut tales querunt honores : ſed il- 
lum a nobis coli voluat, quo Illuminante 
lztantur meriti ſui neceſſe conſortes. Ho- 
norandi ergo ſunt propeer lmitationem , 
non Adorandi propter Religionem. Idem. 
de vera Religione, Cap. 53. Tom. 1. Col. 
743. | 


And hereupon St. Auguſtine tells us, (a) 
That the Spirits of the Dead are in a 
place where they neither See nor Hear 
what is done, nor what happeneth to 
Men in this preſent Life; and therefore 
the Worſhip of Dead Men ought not to 
be part of our Religion. Becauſe if 


they liv'd well, they are not to be ac- 


counted ſuch as do deſire ſuch Ho- 
nour, but would rather have us Wor- 
ſhip him, by whoſe Illumination they 


rejoyce to have us their Companions in good Deeds: Where- 
fore they arc to be Honoured in order to Imitation, but not 
to be Adored or Worſhip'd upon the account of Religion. 
And in another Place declares expreſly unto Maximus, 


(5) Scias a Chriſtianis Catholicis quorum 
in veſtro oppido etiam Ecclefia conſtituta 
eſt, nullum coli mortuorum, nihil deniq; 
ut Numen adorari quod fit factum aut con- 
ditum a Deo, ſed unum ipſum Deum qui 
fecit & condidit omnia. Idem. Maximo, 
- Epiſt. 44. Tom. 2. Col. 153. b 


( That none of the Dead, (with- 
out any Exception even of the Virgin 
Mary) is ever worſhip'd by the Catho- 
lick Chriſtians, nor is any Thing ado- 


red by them in the Nature of a Names 
or an Inferior ſort of Dezty, (as ſhe. and 


many other Saints now are by the Church of Rome). which 

was made or created by Almighty God; but they worſhip 

and adore One only God himſelf, who made and created all 
things in the World. But I will conclude this Point with 
- the Words of St. Ambroſe, wherein he confounds this Do- 
ctrine, as well in the Root as the Branches of it, and makes 

_ the Pleadings of theſe Men in every point the ſame with the 

old Pretences of the Heathen Idolaters, Theſe Men (ſays he) 


tame 


f 2. Solent (c) being aſham d of neglecting God, ate wont to uſe this 


rem neglecti Dei miſerà uti excuſatione, dicentes per iſtos poſſe ire ad Deum, ficut per 
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comites perycnitur ad Regem. Age, Nunquid tam demens eſt aliquis aut ſalutis ſux immemor, 
ut honorificentiam Regis vindicet Comiti, cum de hac re fi qui etiam tractare fuerint inyeati, jure 
ut tei damnentum Majeftatis? Er ifti ſe non putant reos qui honorem hominis Dei deferunt crea« 
turz, & relicto domino conſervos adorant ; quaſi fit aliquid plus quod ſervetur Deo. Nam & ided 
ad Regem per Tribunos aut Comites itur, quia homo utiq; eſt Rex, & neſcit quibus debeat Rem · 
publicam credere, Ad Deum autem (quem utiq; nibil latet, omnium enim merita novit) pro- 
merendum ſuffragatore non opus eſt, ſed mente devotà ubicunq; enim talis locutus fuerit ei, re- 


ebit ili, Ambre. in Row, Cap, 1. v. 21. 0 5 2 
ſpondebit illi. Ambro). in Ci 1. Y dane Dom. 350 miſerable 
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miſerable Excuſe, That by thoſe, vis. (the Saints) they might 
go to God, as Men by the Nobles do go unto the King. Bur 
| go to. Is there any Man ſo mad, or ſo unmindful of his Sal- 
k vation, as to give the Honour belonging to the King unto 
any of his Officers or Nobles > When if any Man ſhould be 
found but to treat of ſuch a Matter, would he not be con- 
demn'd by the Law as guilty of Treaſon 2 And yet theſe Men 
: do think themſelves not guilty, who give the Honour of 

God's Name unto a Creature, and leaving the Lord do Wor- 

ſhip their Fellow-Servants, as if there were any thing more 

than this, which could be reſerved for God himſelf: For 

therefore do Men addreſs unto the King by his Officers and 

Nobles ; becauſe the King is but a Man, and knows not 

well to whom the Common-weal may be committed; but 

to addreſs ro God, (from whom nothing is concealed, for 

he knoweth the Deſerts of every Perſon) there is no need of 

any Interceſſor, but only a devout Mind; for whenſoever 

ſuch a Man, who is ſo endow'd, ſhall ſpeak unto him, it is 

moſt certain that he will anſwer him. Now! Would not any _ 

Man that reads this over, believe that St. Ambroſe had fee _ _ - 

the Works of Bellarmiue, or ar' leaſt had been acquainted 8 

with the Doctrine and Practice of the Church of Rome in 

Worſhiping and of Pray ing unto Saints and Angels? when 

if he had read their Atguments and obſery'd their Behaviour, 

he could not be more particular in his Anſwer to them, and 

his Cenfure of them; but he wrote in the Fourth Century, 

above Twelve Hundred Vears ſince, and long before this 

Docttine was in Faſhion':+ And conſequently it muſt be ma- 

nifeſt that it was not embtae d by the Primitive Chriſtians 

it was no Apoſtolical Tradition, nor ſo much as a Dogma'in. 

their Religion, as it is boldly now aſſerted" but it is a No- 

velty found out in theſe Later Ages, and one of thoſe Fig» 

ments in Religion, which St. Paul calls Humane Invention. (a) (4) Adorss- 


alium I - 


Patrem, Filium, & Spirit m Sanftum Ir Totum quod de- 
bet Deo anima fl alte Chriſtum vilem. 


| | And 


"WM 7] 
And purſuant hereunto we find the Antient Faith and Pra- 
Rice of the 7ri/þ Chriſtians to have been directed: As Se- 
dulius, (who flouriſh'd in /re/and about Fifty Years after St. 
Patrick, and was undoubtedly well acquainted with his Do- 
Qrine) doth very plainly declare in his Annotations on the 
Bible; where he tells us expreſly, That to Adore any other 
beſides the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is the Crime of 
Impiety, and that if the Soul doth beſtow that, which ſhe 
owes to God, upon any other but him, ſhecommirreth Adul- 
tery; and that thoſe Men do eſteem our Saviour Chriſt as 
vile, who think him not Sufficicat unto their Salvation. 


XX. The next thing that I propoſed to ſhew the No- 

velty of, in the Practice of the Church of Rome, that is dif- 

ferent from the Reform d Churches, is the Liturgy, or Pub- 

lick Service of Almighty God in a ſtrange Language, not 
underſtood. by the People: For this is ſo directly oppoſite 

to St. Paul's Doctrine, that no Antiquity, no Canon, nor Cuſt- 

en tothe contrary can ever juſtify it in the Chriſtian Religion. 
. Corinth. Now Bret hren! (lays he) (a) if I come unto you ſpeaking with 
* * * Tongues, what ſhall I profit you, except I ſball ſpeak unto you ei- 


_ 2 * nn „ r 


ther by Revelation, or by Knowleage, or by Prophecy, or by Do- 
7. 


frine 2 And even Things without Life giving ſound, whether 
Pipe or Harp except they give a diſtinqtion in the Sounds, how 
ball it be known what is pip d or harp'd : For if the Trumpet 
give an uncertain ſound, who ſhall prepare. himſelf to the Bat- 
9 tle? Solikewiſe you, except ye utter by the Tongue Wards eaſy 
to be underſtood, bow ſhall it be known what is ſpoken o For ye 
* ſhall ſpeak unto the Air. There are, it may be, ſo many kinds of 
Poices in the World, and none of them is without Signification, 
Ul. Therefore if I tnow net the meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be unto 
him that ſpeaketh a Barbarian, and be that ſpeaketh ſball be a 
Barbarian unte we. Even ſo ye, foraſmuch: as ye are zealous of 
- -» Spiritual Gifts, ſeek that ye may excel to the edifying of the 
ORs Church. Wherefore let him that ſpeaketh in an unknownT ongue, 
14. pray that he may Interpret. For if I pray in an unknown Tongue, 
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wy Spirit prayeth, but my Underſtanding, is usfruitful. What is 
it then I will pray with the Spirit, and I will: pray with the 


Underſtanding alſo. I will fing with the Spirit, and I will ing 


with the Underſtanding alſo. Elſe when thou ſbalt bleſs with 
the Spirit, bow ſhall he that occupieth the roam of the 
ſay Amen at thy giving of Thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth not 
what thou ſay'ft For thou verily givelt Thanks well, but the o- 
ther is not edifyd. I thank my God I ſpeak with Tongues more 
than you all: Tet in the Church I had rather ſpeak Five Words 


* 


I will not make any Remark upon them, but refer it to the 
Judgment of any unbyaſs'd Reader, viz. Whether any Duty 


with my Underſtanding, that by my Voice I might teach others 
alſo, than Ten Thouſand Words in an unknown Tongue. Theſe , 
are verbatim the Words of St. Paul, and ate as full in the .. 
Rhemiſh Tranſlation of them as in our own; and therefore 


157 - 


16. 


17² 
18. 
19 


in the Scripture can be more expreſs than this, That all Men 


ſhould underſtand the Language, wherein they Pray 2 ot, 
Whether any thing can be more oppoſite in any Senſe what - 
ſoever, than the Practice of the Church of Rome is unto this 
Doctrine of the Apoſtle 2 If it be ſaid, (as the Rbemiſh 
Tranſlators do ſuggeſt) that the Catholict Church did under- 
ſtand this Scripture otherwile, as it is manifeſt by her. Pra · 
Qice for many Ages; I anſwer, That che Latin Tongue was 
for a long Time the Univerſal Language of this part of the 


World; and theſe Nations being ſubject to the Roman: Em- 


pire, it was as commonly ſpoken. in every Kingdom; as Eng- 


liſh is now in Ireland, ot the Dominion of -Wales; and there- 


ſore at that Time it was no Impoſition to have God's: Pubs 
lick Service in the Latin Tongue. But now ſince that Caſe: 


is altered, and Latin is become a dead Language, only to be 


found in Books, but not the Speech of any Country; it is 
Rational that all Liturgies ſnould be in the Language of thoſe 
People that do uſe them, and where they have generally 
chang' d their Speech, the Language of their Prayers ſhould: 


be altered with it. For thus Eraſmus did long ſince obſerve, 


That when the Liturgy of the Maſs. was firſt compiled, it 


Wan | 
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was Written in the Vulgar Tongue, which is not now with 
drawn from the People, but the People are withdrawn from 

it; and that this ſhould be continued ſtill in the fame Lan- 
guage when it is become Unintelligible, is directly againſt 
Reaſon, as well as the Holy Scriptures. But what I have 
here undertaken is, to prove the Novelty, and that this Sug- 
geſtion of the Rhemiſts is a Falſhood, in that - the Catbolici 
Church did never underſtand St. Paul in that Senſe, which 
they impoſe upon his Words, but for many Ages did Lite- 


rally underſtand, and Punctually obſerve his Doctrine. Thus 


n . Origine tells us, (a) That in the Third 
e e r it was otherwiſe than now. 
* e e, For that true Chriſtians did not then 
e of Is Ne feln, irs; ſo much as uſe in their Prayers the 
kreces ar Th bavri Sreatx)er z Name of God, as they are in the Ho- 
e 2 vue auler s dulden. ly Scriptures; but the Greeks do uſe 
Greet Names, and the Romans Latin Names, and Men of 
every Nation do pray and praiſe God with all their might 
in their own proper Language, manifeſting thereby plainly, 
that the Chriſtians in his Time did not believe that there 
was any Charm or Virtue in one Language more than ano- 
ther; (as Celſus did object againſt them falſely) but that o- 
very Nation had theit Publick Prayers in their own Tongue, 

and were equally heard by God, as if they had all pray d in 

As the ſame Language. And thus alſo Bede aſſures us, (3) 
po. G, 1. That the Holy Scriptures -in his time were read in Five 
Seript. Ann. ſeveral Languages in Great- Brittaia, viz. Engliſh, Scoteh, 


Dom. 731 Britti ſb, Pittiſh, and Latin, according to the different Na- 


tions that did then Inhabit wang 5 St. Bernard tells us 

anoftotins Ends & Deere chereſore, (c) that Malachias, Arch- 

* K. — EoFot yay Biſhop of Ardmagh was the firft that 
az 8 A . Eads! brought the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions 
ores Canoes eas le Petia pg and Dectees of the Holy Fathers into 
morem Univerſe Terrz. Nam minime id Treland, and that cſtabliſh'd the Cu- 
in vita 


— ns . Bernard ſtoms of the Holy Church of Rome in 


all the Churches there. And hence it 
is 


1 
. 
"3 


'; ! 2 

is; (ſays he) that at this day they Sing and Chant in them 
according to the manner of the whole Earth, at Canonical _ 
Hours, which was not done before in the City of Armagh 

it ſelf. But as Gi/bertus the Pope's Legate in Ireland, about 
Five Hundred Years ſince obſerv'd, (a) there were divers (% Prolog. 
Ocders obſerv'd then in their Publick Devorion, which did prong 
no way agree with the Roman Miſſal, until in the Later Ages de UſuEcclefi« 
they were Reform d; nor was Ireland ſingular (no not tho * 
join'd with England) in maintaining of this Privilege: But 

it is plain in Hiſtory that the Raſſans and Armenians, the Sy- 

rians and Zthiopians have all their Antient Liturgies as well 

as the Greeks and Romans, and every Nation of them in the 

proper Language of their own Country. And we are told 
particularly of the Æthiopians, (b) that when ſome Feſuits (3) Hiftoty 
had lately prevailed on them to Conform to the Doctrine, Sh Las 
and to be of the Communion of the Church of Rome, and pb. Lib. 3. 
to uſe their Miſal, they foon returned to the Rules of their rg 13% 
own Religion, and chiefly on this Motive, That they were im- * 
pos d on in their Liturgy, and oblig'd to Worſhip in a Foreign 

Language. And in the Council of Lateran, held under In- 

nocent the Third, in the Thirteenth Century, this was ſo 

fac from being an Univerſal Practice in the Church, that 

Care was taken by the Biſhops there aſſembl'd to prevent 

thoſe Miſchiefs, that probably might ariſe from this pernici- 

ous Practice, And therefore they or- RISE: MICE © EIN 
dained, (c) That when there ſhould 8. See 
be a mixture of Men of — Lan- 2 views I — 9 cnn 
guages in one City, the Biſhop of that Sanaa e eee Ronin 
City or Dioceſs ſhould NES to — 5 Anas Dig 


rovide fit and able Men, who accord- N D 1d. 2, Gap. 16 
ing to the Diverſity of their Langua- -x ENO 
ges may celebrate Divine Offices, and adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments unto them in thoſe, divers Languages: So that we 
have not only the Practice of the Univerſal Church, but a 
poſitive Decree of the Church of Rome her ſelf, for Celebra- _ _ 
ting Divine Offices, and n Sacraments in — a 
' vu 


— .4 
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or common Language of every Country, until about 
F 4 Hundred and Fiſy Years ſince it was prohibited. 
1 $2000 en (a) But to conclude, it doth not ap- 
4 ay Maſe due xloonian Pear to be forbidden by che Church, 
Tongue, affertingir to be their Right to do or made unlawful until the Council of 
CAL Bit Lorie? Fear. Faul. Trent defined it ſo in their Sixth Seſ- 
o : ſion according to Caranza, (6b) but 
(+) can their Twenty-ſecond, if you believe Bellarmine : So that we 
Eis deli, may truly date this Doctrine from the Definition ot this 
2 2. cap. Council, which is but nnn 


4 XXXI. The laſt Particular that I propoſed to exa- 
mine is, Tbe Doctrine of Merits, as it is now held in the 
Church of Reme ; which (as I underſtand them) is briefly 
this, That the good Works of all juſt Perſons do merir E- 
— Life condignly, not only by reaſon of God's Cove- 
nant and Acceptation ; but alſo upon account of the Work it 
fel, And therefore that the Saints have done more than 
was abſolutely requir d in order to their own Salvation; 
which Merits are laid up in the Treaſury of the Church, 
and are diſpos d of by the Pope to expiate the Sins of others 
I need nor tell you, that theſe { Opinions are directly co 

to the Words of our Saviour, who directs his Diſciples has, 
({)LakeXVIL (c) When ye have done all theſe things, which are commanded 
10, A Jay, We are unprofitable Servants ; we bave done that 

ct which was aur Duty to do. Whereon Sr. Ferom doth remark, 
Thar if he be unprofitable, who hath done all things chat 
God requires, what is to be ſaid of him who could not ful- 
fil chem > And alſo to that eminent Declaration of St. Paul, 
£7 @ Row. IV, (d) That to him that worketh, the Reward (in this Caſe) is not 
Knee f Grace but of Debt. 92 But if it be by Grace, then it is no 
xl. * more Sued, otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace: And yet he 
< G. L aſſures us, (f) That by Grace we are Saved. But Ilrael which 
= bx, followed after theLaw of T ſays he) (g) hath not at- 
v, ted the Low of Righteouſneſs. Wherefore ? * _ 
ought 


* — 
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Sought it mot by Faith, But as it were by the Works of the Law: 


-norant of God's Righteouſneſs and going about to eſtabliſh their 
-own Righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the 


urge (I ſay) this manifeſt Diſagr 
Seriptures and this preſumptuous Doctrine; but my Buſineſs 


it as Falſe, Heretical and Blaſphemous ; where 
- manifeſt, that although the Council of Trent did deoree ex- 
preſly, That whoſoever ſhall 


have ſince explain d this * farther, and do boldly 
- 


Righteouſneſs of God. For the Scripture (lays he in another 
place) () hath concluded all under Sin ( in that they are all (t Il 


For they ſtumbl'd at that Stumbling-ſtone. And (a) being ig- £9 Row, eig 


V+ 3s 


goxe out of the way, they are altogether become unprofitable, there ** 
is none that doth good, no not one) (e) that the promiſe by Faith () Rem, III 
of jeſus Chriſt might be given to them that believe. I will not · "2 


cement between the Holy 


is to ſhew the Novelry of it, and that it was not entertain d 
in the Chriſtian Church until theſe Later Ages of Cor- 
ruption. And in order hereunto, if I ſhould examine all the 
Fathers, there is hardly one but gives his Verdict againſt 
this Doctrine, being openly condemn'd by the Catholick 
Church in the Pelagians and the Catharifts, and cenfured by 
the Divines upon all Occaſions, before the Council of Trent 


declared in favour of it; infomuch chat we find one Guido 


an Auguſtine Fryar not only cenſured for this Opinion by the 
Chancellor and Theological Faculty at Paris, in the Year 
1354. but compell'd by them publickly to Recant his 
Error, as Falſe and Blaſphemous, in the following Words, 


(d) I ſaid againſt a Batchellor of the Order (4) Dim contra Backelaur, A 
of Fryars Preachers, That a May doth cxtorum conferendo — — 


merit Eternal Life of Condignity, that 28, f ben dar ut. Best S 1 
is, If it ſhould not be given him, Injury — quod Dau faceret d bim & A 
| would be done unto him, and I wrote, — dem 1 M e 


that God would do him wrong, ; and this revocat error, Fact. Paris, AnnoDom.1354, 


I approv' 


by it is clearly 


fay, that the Works of a juſt 
Man do not truly merit everlaſting Life, ſhall be Anatbema. 
And although the Tranſlators of the New Teftament at Rhems 


tell 


d of, But now 1 doreyoke BY Fur. Tom. 14. f. 37. 


Edit. Colon, 
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2 ahem?! tell us, (a) That all good Works done by the Grace of God 


- 2776 afcer the firſt Juſtification, are truly and properly Meritori- 


v. ous, and fully worthy of everlaſting Life; and that there- 
upon Heaven is the due and juſt Stipend, Crown or Recom- 
which God by his Juſtice oweth to the Perſon fo 
working by his Grace: For he rendereth or repayeth Hea- 
ven as a juſt Judge, and not only as a merciful Giver ; and 
the Crown which he payeth is not only of Mercy, or Favour, 
or Grace, but alſo of Juſtice; yet che Gallican Church was 
not long before of another Opinion: That our Reward doth 
originally proceed from Mercy, (in that God hath freely ſa- 
ved us, when we deſerved Damnation) and bur accidentally 
from his Juſtice, in that he hath oblig'd Himſelf by 
Promiſe to beſtow ir. wy 1 (as 2 Acquinas bob it) 

| / | is made thereby not ſim 
6), Non Bre . Daw Ffciaur & hoe 0 ut, bur unte Intel; 1. 
quantum debitum . Ordinatio im- as much as it is requiſite, that His own 
pleatur, Thom, A-quin, 1. 2. g. 114. Art. v. Ordinances ſhould be fulfilled. And 


Timothy 
8, 


of the ſame Opinion alſo were the Antient Divines of the 


Church of Ireland; as Witneſs the many Declarations of Se- 
© Ga aid e Aulins and Claudius in the Caſe, viz. (o) 


in Galt. Cap 1. A morte redemptis gra- That our Sins are freely forgiven us; 


tis peccata dimittuntur. Idem. in 2 that being redeemed from Death, our 
— Ivid. Cav. 2 Abſa: ove. Sins are freely pardoned ; That ye are 
—— nods coacells func freely Saved by Faith, that is, not by 


- 1 —.— ett your own Works: That without any 


vel Doftrina, ſed in Fide Orucis per quam Merit of our Works both our former 
miks omnia peccats dumiſſa ſunt. e Sins are forgiven, and Peace is con- 


4 firm'd upon us after Pardon. That his 


Rejoycing therefore is not in his own. Rightcoufneſs or 


Learning, but in the Faith of the Croſs, by which all bis Sins 


are Remitted : So that this Docttine of Merits is but of a ve- 
little ſtanding in the Church, not much above a Hun- 

ed Years ſince it was entertain d, or at leaſt ſince it was 
defined as a Dogma in Religion: But it is a Doctrine ſo pe- 
remꝑtory in it ſelf, and of ſo much Arrogance and Preſump- 
tion 


[6] 
tion, that no humble or true Chriſtian can poſſibly embrace 
it. But if it were not for the vaſt Revenue of Oblations, 
the Profit of Indulgences, and other Beneficial Advantages 
that do attend it, it would long ſince have been diſown'd by 
all choſe that entertain it, and hiſs'd out of the World as an 
Impudent Hereſy. | 1 0 


SF XXXII. Thus I have accompliſh'd what I ander- 
took to prove, viz. That the Church of Rome is not the Ca- 
tholick Church of Chrift, nor ſo much as a Pure and Uncor- 
rupted Branch thereof; but that the Reform d Churches, now 
Eſtabliſh'd in theſe Kingdoms, have a better Claim to that 
moſt glorious Title, and to all thoſe gracious Promiſes thac 
are made unto her by our Saviour. That all thoſe Particu- 
lars alſo, wherein the Church of Rome doth differ from theſe 
Reform'd Churches, are not Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
that were held or believ d by the Primitive Chriſtians; bur 
on the conrary that they are Novelties of late Invention, 
and impos d upon the People for the ſake of Profit: That 
the Fathers in /reland, (whom they call Saints) were un- 
acquainted with them, and fo far from believing them to be 
Articles of their Faith, that they deny'd and oppos'd them, 
as Innovations that were different from the Rules of their 
Religion ; infomuch that ſome of them did quit thoſe Pre- 
ferments which they had in the Church of England, rather 
than they would hold them under the Obligation of Com- 
plyance with the Pope. For nothing can be plainer, than 
that St. Patrick was no Papiſt, according to the preſent Do- 
ctrines of the Church of Rome, but was a true Profeſſor of 
the Catholick Faith, as it is now believ'd in theſe Reform'd 
Churches. That St. Coleman did cxpreſly refule to join in 
Communion with the Papiſfts in thole Days, when there 
were as yet but few of thoſe Abominations in it, whereby 
it is ſince polluted in our Age; and that the Univerfal Body 
of Chriſtians in Great-Brittain as well as Ireland did wich- 
Rand the Pope's Auchorty as an Aatichiſian Uſurpation, 


— — — — — — wo — — 


4 


1 704 
and his Doctrine and Practice as uncertain Novelties; un- 
til by Force and Fraud in Later Ages they were wrought to 
a Complyance with them all. I have not therefore oppos d 
theſe Docttines with any Philoſophical or Scholaſtict Argu- 
ments, that miglit be m'd Sophiſt ical. or to impoſe up- 
on the Unlearned; but I have only inſtanc'd plain Mattets 
of Fact, as it were by the way of Hiſtory ; that every one 
that reads them may eaſily comprehend their Meaning, and 
ſo, plainly diſcover the Impoſitions that are put upon him 
by thoſe Crafty and Qunning Men, whoſe Buſineſs ic is to 
deceive. I am very ſenſible that many of thoſe particular 
Acts that I have relatcd, as well as thoſe Expreſſions of the 
Fathers that I have quoted, have been taken Notice of by 
Bellarmine, and others of that Communion, and that great 
Pains have been taken, and great Artiſices us d by them to 
obviace their Force, and give them ſuch a Senſe as the words 
£an never bear, and the Authors never intended: Wherefore 
I kave not us d any Art or $kill in putting any Gloſs or In- 
tetpretation on them, which might make them ſpeak my 
Senſe tather chan the Authors: Bur I have candidly laid 
down the very Words themſelves, as I found them in the 
Books that I have quoted. And I will add no other Argu- 
ment to enforce their Natural Power of Conviction, but this 
very plain and familiar Obſervation, That all Matters of 
Faith, neceſſary to Man's Salvation, muſt have been always 
held by every Faithful Chriſtian, without any Miſtake or 
Prevarication; or otherwiſe, chat our Religion may be chang d 
in the diſſerent Ages of it, and ſomething may be neceſſary 
to the Salvation of one Man, that was not necdful to the 
Salvation of another. And therefore if it be apparent, that 
an of thole Dodrines were deny d, or fo much as doubted 
like Uncertainties by any Perſon that waseſteem'd Orthodox, 
his Opinions in Religion valu'd in After Ages; it is a 
VDemonſtration that this Doctrine was not Matter of Faith 
in that Age wherein that Father lived, and therefore could 
not be made fo in any other that did fuceced it. a 


a —_—_— 


(24 3 
If the Catholict Faith therefore, or the Antiquity of Relin 

gion be the Things that Men are fond. of, and they will not 

change their Opinions, Becauſe their Fathers di believe as 

they do; Let them but look farther back beyond the Two 

or Three laſt Ages, and they ſhall find choſe Dodtziges which 

they eſteem Heretical, univerſally entertain'd by the Ortho- 
8 dox Chriſtians. And until the Love of Money prevail 'd a- 
| I gainſt the Truth, and (a) in theſe later Days and perilous (a) 2 Tia 
| Bun Men became Lovers of —— more than Lovers v it 
| | of God; theſe Doctrines made no Noiſe not Diſturbaace in AY 
the Church, nor was any Man Anathematiz'd who did not 
receive them · But thoſe that did believe, and thoſe that de- 
ny'd them were of the fame Communian, as not differing 
in Faich, but Private Opinions only. But (6) while Men (%) Me: XI 
ſlept, the Enemy came and ſowed theſe Tares. There was" ** 


| an Age of Darkneſs from the end of the Sixth unto the Be- 

| ginning of rhe Twelfth Century, when the barbarous Nati 

I ons over ran the Roman Empire, and deſtroy d the Chriſtian MS 
Faith whereſocver they came; infomuch ther from Gregory -— 
the Great, about theYear 590, unto St. Bernard about 1100, devs. OF 


we find no Chriſtian Writer that had any Credit in the Uni- 
verſal Church. At this Time therefare the Devil made his 
Harveſt, the Pope uſurp d a Power, which none of his Pre- 
deceſſots claim'd, and all theſe New Opinions that laid the 
Foundation of his Empire, were ht in by his Favou- 
rites, maintain'd by his Authorir at conſitm d 
by his Power and Intereſt. whoever was ſo bold as to 
aſſert the Truth, ot to ** that Tyranny; where with the 
Church was govern d; he was immediately laid hald on as 
an Enemy. condemn d as an Heretick, burnt in the Fe 
as a notorious Malefactor. | 
But God be ptais d for it, that Cloud is noy. blown, UN 
ver, and the Sun of ſhines clear again in the 
Light of his Goſpel: So that no Man can excuſe his Igno- 
rance, or his continuance in Errors by the want of Informa. 
tion, when the Way of Truth is open, and the. Light theed: 


( 72 ] 
of is manifeſt, and no Man of Senſe will continue * the 
Dark; but he that is willing to be deceiv d. I cannot there- 
fore bur deſire ſuch Men to conſider ſeriouſly both their Faith 
and Practice, and they will ſoon diſcover the Danger that 
they are expos d to in the conſtant Exerciſe of their Publick 
Devotion. For if the Marriage of the King's Son in the Pa- 
dn rable (a) doth expreſs the Union between Chriſt and his 
*. * Church, which is ſolemnly effected in the Sacrament of his 
rler Supper, (5) when every faithful Receiver is ſtrictly united 
to him; (as all Divines do generally undetſtand it) then it 


- 


muſt be very dangerous to appear in the Place, or to be a 
Member * that Congrep egation where that Sacrament is ad- 
miniſtred, (as it conſtantly is in the Celebration of the Maſs) 


without ſuch a Temper of Mind, and ſuch a Habit on the 
Soul as doth qualify a a Chriſtian to be Partaker of it: For 

that wretched Perſon that was there ex pos d to the ſevereſt 
. Puniſhment; (c) is not there charg d with any other Crime, 
1g. but that he came to the Marriage without a Wedding-Gar- 

(d) bidem. ment. (4) It is not at all ſaid, that he was not called, or 
* that he was Partaker oſ the Feaſt, or that he preſum d to ſit 
at the Table among the other Gueſts; bur his only Faulc was, 

chat he came in at all, when he was not in a proper Drefs, 

fuck as was required at that Court: So that inſtead of par- 

taking of che Sacrifice that is offered for the Sins of the 

World, which Men fooliſhly do expect by ſecing of the Sa- 
crament only, without Receiving it. Theſe Men do expoſe 
3 Gods Anger by doing a thing, which he 
b 41 ve of. But: this eminent Danger is more high- 

ag augmented in the Worſhip of the Z7oft there, when it is 
4 bynche Prieſt; wherein moſt Men do place the very 
Sum of ha Devotion. Since it is a Queſtion, that doth ad- 


Poſleuam 1 Cc r mit — Whether the Dead 
penſu ef, mo am i Ji Eve vt — Bod 0 pal © — after his Soul 


. . the Subject of the F peſta- 
geſcendit. e. Sum. 137. 2. Fe. de tic Union of his Divine and Humane 


. Cal, 
28 Nature) is entirely ſeparated and divided from it, can be a 
ptoper 


7 * 
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(oper Object of Divine —_ And yet if there be any 
truth in the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, as they believe, 
it can amount unto no more but this, That the Conſecra- 
ted Bread is chang'd into the Body of Chriſt as it is a Sacri- 
fice, and therefore muſt be ſlain before it can be offered ; 
and _—_— then that Body of Chriſt, which they a- 
dore muſt ſpecifically differ from that which is alive in Hea- 
ven; as St. Paul tells us, (a) That a Natural Body is diffe- (a) 1 ce. Xv. 


rent from a Spiritual Body; and how far this Body of Chriſt": # - 


then, (which they believe to be in the Sacrament) is a proper 
Object of Divine Worſhip, is very well worthy to be con- 
ſider d by them. But it this Doctrine of 7ranſub/tantiation 
be not true, 18 _ of ”_ and Reaſon do believe 
that it is not) (4) no Heathen, Indi- : 1 
an, or profound Iadolatar was ever guil- * S ow 
ty of a more groſs Idolatry, than thoſe colunt Statuam auream, quo modoGentiles 
that Worſhip a Piece of Bread as God : yum in hate ddersteip, dun de Leger 
So that 'tis manifeſt, thar — * — . — viva Animalia, ot quonda E- 
their Salvation. upon an Opinion „ 
may be falſe, for no manner of Advan- Gor hn wr: png 
tage if it ſhould be true. Since as to the Participation of 

the Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, which was of- 


fered up to God for the Sins of the Word, this is fully ob- 


tain'd by every Faithful Communicant, according to that - 
Notion which we entertain thereof. And for the Carnal 
Manducation of Chriſt's Body, or (as I may rather call it) 
the Eating him up alive according to their Notion of it, and 
which is all that they can expect farther in what they do. ( ift de 
This is really ſo far from being a Religious Act, that St. Dod. Chrifti- 


Augaſtine expreſly tells us, (c) That it is Inhumane, Sinful, *% ib-3-cp. 
and even a wicked Action. | Col. 53. * 


It is no ſhame to be miſtaken, when all Mankind are Fal- | 

lible, (d) not to change thoſe Principles wherein a Man is (4) Row, 11. 

bred, as ſoon as they appear to be Erroneous ; but he is ra-» + 

ther oblig'd in Juſtice to caſt off ſuch Opinions as he finds to | 

be Fallacious, 2 which unde- 1 
ſer- 


ö 


TWP 


ſetvedly they were. Fot our Fore-fathers did the ſame when 


they became Chriſtians, and our Anceſtors of later Date in 


receiving of theſe Docttines, and we really do no more herein, 
but retrieve our 0%% Religion, and maintain the Faith and 
Chriſtian Liberty, which our Fathers held and couragiouſly 


_ defended : But let the Conſequence be what it will, in reſpect 


640 Philip. H. 
V. 12. 


XIV. v. 10. 


6.) Mat, XV. 
214 


* 


to Honour, Credit, or the Intereſt of a Patty, it is not on 
any account to ſtand in Ballance with Salvation; for this is 
the great End of Man's Creation ; and nothing in this pre- 
ſent Life can come in Competition with it. And it is Non- 
ſenſe to entruſt it to the Management of ſuch Perfons, as have 
no concern in it, nor perhaps relation to it. If a Man could 
be ſecure, that thePerſon, whom he makes his Guide, would 
carry him certainly to Heaven, and-enlure his Eternal Hap- 
pineſs without his own Care and Labour in it; none could 
ever blame him then to ſurrender up his Senſe and Reaſon 
to that Man, and to confide in nothing but what he avers 
for Truth. Bur when St. Paul tells us, (a) That every Man 
muſt work out his own Salvation, (4) and appear at the 


(5) 2Corimb. laſt Day before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, and there give 


a ſtrict Account of his own Faith and his own Works, and 
particularly of thoſe Sacred Talents, Reaſon, and Learning, 
and Grace, and Conſcience, which God hath committed to 
his Care, to direct him in the Truth, to manage his Foot- 
ſteps in the way to Happineſs, and to diſtinguiſ Good from 
Evil. If he ſhall bury all theſe Gifts of God, and not uſe 
them to his Glory and his owa Salvation, that Man doth 
not only neglect, bur deſpiſe Salvation, and abuſe thoſe Gra- 
ces that are beſtow d upon him. But if a Man upon a Jour- 
ney can be perſwaded to ſhut his Eyes, and take another 
Man to be his Guide, whom he has Reaſon to ſuſpect Un- 
faithful, and knows that it is his Inteteſt to lead him ano- 
ther way, wherein every ſtep brings Profit to his Director; 
certainly he is a Fool, if not obſtinately Mad, and no Man 
will pitty him, when he ſees him in the Road to Miſcry. (c) 
When the Blind leads the Blind, they will boch fall into oy 
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always in the Dark muſt ofcen ſtumble ; becauſe (as our Sa. _ 
viour ſays) there is no Light in him. For (3) this is the © e ue 
Condemnation (ſays he) that Light is come into the World,“ 7. ©* * E 4 
(God hath clearly revcaled-his-Will, and acquainted us with * 

our Duty in his Holy Scriptures) but Men loved Darkneſs 
mote than Light, (were fond of old Traditions, and pleaſed 
in being impos'd on) becauſe their Deeds were Evil, (be- 
cauſe the Courſes which they took were againſt the Word of 
God, and never ro be juſtify'd by the Principles of Reaſon) 
and therefore they hated this true Light, and would not 
ſuffer their Doctrines to be examined by it, leaſt their Falla- 
cies ſhould be diſcovered, and Men ſhould deſert them as 
Impoſtors. N | | 
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